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"GOODIES  FROM  RARCOA" 

PANAMA  PACIFIC  SET  COMPLETE:  The  round  and  oc¬ 
tagonal  fifty  dollar  slugs  are  real  choice  pieces,  as  are 
the  other  three  coins.  Beautifully  mounted  in  lucite 
holder.  You  had  better  purchase  this  set  now,  before  it 
goes  sky  high. 

ROLL  SET  OF  UNCIRC.  LIBERTY  STANDING  HALVES: 

Dates  1941-1947.  This  important  holding  comes  from  a 
recent  large  collection.  In  our  opinion  these  coins  are 
real  sleepers,  and  a  wise  person  will  pick  them  up.  Price, 
$3,100.00. 

COMPLETE  DATE  SET  OF  UNITED  STATES  $2.50  INDIAN 
GOLD  COINS:  These  13  different  beautiful  coins  are 
mounted  in  a  gleaming  gold  stamped  lucite  holder.  Con¬ 
dition  is  Extremely  Fine  or  better.  Dates  1908-1929.  Price, 
$325.00. 

1949-P  HALF  DOLLARS:  This,  the  scarcest  date  of  the 
series,  is  worthwhile  considering.  We  have  a  few  Bril¬ 
liant  Uncirculated  pieces  available  at  3  for  $100,  or  a 
roll  for  $650.00. 

COMPLETE  LINCOLN  SET  UNCIRCULATED:  This  choice 
run  comes  from  the  famous  Weidenhoff  collection.  The 
price  of  the  set  is  only  $3,250  and  includes  an  individual 
breakdown  of  each  coin. 
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A  Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins,  sixth  edition,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  Whit¬ 
man  Publishing  Company,  1964.  509  pages,  illustrated,  $4.00. 

The  long-awaited  sixth  edition  of  the  standard  “Brown  Book”  re¬ 
flects  the  tremendously  increased  activity  in  the  foreign  coin  field. 
Considerably  enlarged  and  improved,  the  book  has  been  updated  to 
include  those  coins  issued  since  the  compilation  of  the  previous  edi¬ 
tion.  A  number  of  coins  omitted  from  the  earlier  Brown  Book,  includ¬ 
ing  several  recent  discoveries,  have  been  incorporated  as  well. 

Price  changes  are  evident  throughout  the  text,  in  keeping  with  the 
considerable  increase  in  prices  which  have  come  about  recently.  In  a 
few  instances  lower  prices  prevail,  indicating  that  large  hoards  of 
certain  coins  have  been  offered  to  collectors.  But  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases,  prices  have  drifted  upward,  some  coins  scoring  slight  ad¬ 
vances  while  others  have  moved  up  more  sharply.  Common  foreign 
gold  has  remained  dormant,  as  have  many  of  the  extremely  common 
“junk  box”  coins.  Crowns,  commemoratives,  and  rarer  coins  of  the 
more  popular  countries  have  recorded  the  most  dramatic  gains. 

As  usual,  the  numbering  system  of  the  book  has  been  preserved  in¬ 
tact,  with  additions  incorporated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the 
standard  “Yeoman”  numbers  unchanged.  Many  photographs  have  been 
improved  and  some  coins  are  pictured  which  were  not  illustrated  in 
former  editions.  The  book’s  range  remains  the  same,  embracing  all 
major  types  of  foreign  coins  issued  from  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  to  the  present.  K.E.B. 


Price  Catalog  of  United  States  Hard  Times  Tokens,  Hewitt’s  Numis¬ 
matic  Information  Series,  Chicago,  Illinois,  1964.  68  pages,  illustrated, 
softbound,  $1.00. 

This  new  addition  to  the  Hewitt  Brothers’  dollar  series  of  numis¬ 
matic  pamphlets  is  a  reprint  of  an  earlier  catalog  dealing  with  Hard 
Times  Tokens.  Originally  these  tokens  were  organized  and  catalogued 
by  Lyman  H.  Low  in  1886,  with  various  revisions  and  reprintings 
following  at  periodic  intervals.  This  present  work  comes  directly  from 
the  Guttag  reprint  which  was  made  around  1926. 

Line  drawing  illustrations  of  each  type  accompany  the  183  separate 
listings.  These  are  fairly  accurate  in  detail  and  make  identification  of 
the  tokens  as  simple  as  possible.  An  alphabetical  listing  of  the  tokens 
also  adds  to  the  usefulness  of  the  catalog.  The  only  new  addition  to 
the  Guttag  printing  is  a  table  showing  the  relative  rarity  of  each 
piece  and  current  values  for  tokens  in  Very  Fine  condition.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  eliminate  doubtful  pieces  or  add  new  discoveries. 
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The  Hard  Times  Tokens  or  Jackson  Cents  represent  an  important 
part  of  our  nation’s  financial  history,  mirroring  as  they  do  President 
Jackson’s  fight  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  They  were  issued 
during  the  period  from  1834  to  1844  and  are  usually  the  size  of  the 
United  States  large  cent.  They  were  generally  struck  in  copper  and 
are  of  two  general  groups:  political  tokens  and  those  issued  by  mer¬ 
chants  (tradesmen’s  cards). 

The  availability  of  this  new  printing  and  the  up-to-date  price  list 
should  certainly  stimulate  renewed  interest  in  the  series.  N.S. 


Coin  Preservation  Handbook ,  by  Charles  Frank,  Coingard  Industries, 
1964.  135  pages,  illustrated  throughout,  $3.50. 

The  twin  problems  of  coin  preservation  and  coin  cleaning  have  al¬ 
ways  been  a  source  of  considerable  concern  to  seasoned  numismatists 
as  well  as  beginning  collectors.  Dozens  of  conflicting  myths  and  over¬ 
simplifications  have  circulated  to  the  point  where  the  need  for  a  com¬ 
prehensive  analysis  of  the  entire  subject  has  been  very  definitely 
needed.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  such  a  book  has  been 
published,  and  that  the  author  has  done  a  magnificent  job  with  it. 

Charles  Frank’s  Coin  Preservation  Handbook  covers  almost  every 
conceivable  aspect  of  the  topic.  The  forms  of  coin  deterioration  are 
presented  from  a  metallurgical  standpoint.  While  scientific  accuracy 
is  never  sacrificed,  simplicity  and  clarity  is  nevertheless  maintained, 
and  the  careful  reader  will  find  himself  absorbing  a  surprising  under¬ 
standing  of  the  nature  of  metals  themselves  from  this  small  volume. 

Different  agents  cause  different  metals  to  deteriorate  in  different 
ways.  The  author  takes  up  in  turn  each  metal  used  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  coins  and  discusses  the  precise  effect  of  each  agent  upon  it. 
Armed  with  this  knowledge,  the  collector  can  then  follow  Frank’s 
discussion  of  the  problems  of  preserving  coins,  the  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  of  every  possible  type  of  storage,  the  chemical  and  struc¬ 
tural  properties  desirable  in  holders,  tubes  and  albums,  and  indeed 
every  consideration  which  might  be  involved. 

While  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  numismatist  who  would  not 
profit  from  the  information  which  Frank  presents,  the  book’s  value 
is  especially  obvious  for  the  numismatic  investor.  Just  recently  this  re¬ 
viewer  was  made  aware  of  the  case  of  a  man  who  invested  more  than 
a  thousand  dollars  in  uncirculated  coins  without  giving  a  thought  to 
the  question  of  preservation.  Within  a  year’s  time  the  coins  had  be¬ 
come  so  badly  toned,  corroded,  and  otherwise  impaired  that  a  po¬ 
tentially  profitable  investment  had  turned  into  a  drastic  loss.  An  ad¬ 
ditional  investment  of  a  few  dollars  in  this  book  would  have  made  all 
the  difference  in  the  world. 

At  the  same  time,  the  reviewer  could  not  avoid  the  feeling  that  one 
cannot  follow  preservation  methods  completely  without  losing  a  good 
deal  of  the  joy  of  numismatics.  One  cannot  wrap  a  coin  in  inert  plas¬ 
tic,  place  it  in  a  hermetic  sealing  case,  fill  the  case  with  silica  gel, 
vacuum-seal  the  case  and  lock  it  away  for  years  on  end — one  cannot  do 
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all  of  this  without  sacrificing  all  of  the  pleasure  that  ownership  of 
the  coin  might  otherwise  yield.  This  is  an  exaggeration,  of  course; 
somewhere  there  is  a  happy  medium  between  contributing  to  the  coin’s 
deterioration  and  losing  sight  of  it  entirely,  and  it  is  up  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  decide  just  what  course  he  wishes  to  follow.  Yet  one  can  ap¬ 
preciate  the  advantages  of  collecting  medals,  tokens,  and  circulated 
coins,  anything,  in  fact,  which  does  not  demand  such  meticulous 
preservation  of  perfect  mint  bloom  to  the  point  where  the  natural  de¬ 
sire  to  see  and  touch  and  display  one’s  coins  can  become  financially 
disastrous. 

The  book’s  section  on  coin  cleaning  is  equally  excellent,  and  should 
be  of  value  to  all  collectors.  The  author  explains  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  various  types  of  dirt,  tarnish,  toning  and  corrosion,  and 
gives  precisely  detailed  instructions  for  the  preparation  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  various  cleaning  agents.  Here  again  the  clarity  of  presenta¬ 
tion  and  depth  of  detail  are  praiseworthy.  L.B. 


The  Paduans,  Medals  by  Giovanni  Cavino ,  by  Richard  Hoe  Lawrence. 
Hellenic-Roman  Coins,  Hewitt,  New'  Jersey,  1964.  32  pages,  paper 
cover,  $1.50. 

This  book  was  originally  published  in  New  York  by  Mr.  Lawrence 
in  1883.  His  private  printing  was  intended  only  for  limited  circulation 
and  today  original  copies  of  the  book  are  indeed  rare  and  eagerly 
sought  by  numismatists.  The  new  printing  will  therefore  be  welcomed 
by  a  host  of  collectors  eager  to  learn  about  the  interesting  medals  and 
deceptive  imitation  coins  produced  by  the  skillful  artistry  of  Cavino. 

Practically  nothing  of  an  original  nature  has  been  published  in  Eng¬ 
lish  on  this  subject  since  Lawrence’s  time  and  this  pamphlet  remains 
the  only  available  source  of  information  in  the  field.  Fortunately,  the 
listing  is  comprehensive  and  explicit.  One  could  only  wish  that  illus¬ 
trations  of  these  works  of  art  were  included  to  add  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  catalog. 

Giovanni  Cavino  was  a  medalist  of  extraordinary  talent.  Born  in 
Padua  in  1499,  he  was  the  contemporary  of  Benvenuto  Cellini  and  his 
work  reflects  the  talent  of  that  era.  Unfortunately,  he  is  not  as  well 
known  for  the  beautiful  medals  that  he  produced  as  for  his  wonderful 
imitations  of  Roman  large  brass  coins  and  medallions,  which  are  com¬ 
monly  called  “Paduans.” 

The  Cavino  copies  of  ancient  coins,  numbering  about  120,  belong 
mostly  to  the  period  of  the  Twelve  Caesars,  although  there  are  some  of 
later  specimens.  He  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  his  friend  Alessandro 
Bassiano  and  his  son  Vincenzo  Cavino,  who  was  also  a  clever  engraver. 
All  of  Cavino’s  medals  are  rare,  imitative  pieces  as  well  as  portrait 
medals,  and  all  are  worthy  of  preservation  as  the  work  of  an  Italian 
medalist  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

The  Lawrence  catalog  lists  113  of  the  “Paduans”  in  a  manner  that 
allows  for  easy  identification  of  a  suspected  piece.  The  short  introduc¬ 
tion  offers  information  about  the  life  of  the  engraver  and  methods  of 
distinguishing  these  pieces  from  the  genuine  coins.  K.E.B. 
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anadian  tom  t 

by  J.E.  CHARLTON 


The  year  1964  was  a  big  one 
for  Canadian  numismatics  in 
many  ways.  During  the  twelve 
month  period  I  attended,  like 
numerous  others,  coin  shows  and 
conventions  in  Los  Angeles,  Bos¬ 
ton,  Buffalo,  "Cleveland,  Kansas 
City,  Clearwater,  Montreal,  To¬ 
ronto,  Ottawa,  Halifax,  Hamilton, 
etc.,  so  was  able  to  see  at  first 
hand  the  interest  being  shown  in 
coins  in  both  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

An  important  development  in 
the  industry  this  year  was  the 
Canadian  teletype  circuit  which 
now  links  approximately  forty- 
five  dealers  in  both  countries. 

Canadian  dealers  and  collectors 
were  well  represented  at  major 
United  States  conventions  and  it 
has  been  noticed  that  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  United  States 
dealers  and  collectors  are  at¬ 
tending  the  larger  Canadian  coin 
shows. 

With  the  growing  interest  in 
Canadian  coinage  it  was  no  sur¬ 
prise  to  see  some  price  increases 
for  the  more  popular  series  such 
as  commemorative  silver  dollars, 
proof-like  sets  and  proof-like  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  1958  to  1964,  better 
grade  key  coins  and  most  dates 
and  denominations  of  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  rolls  and  bags  from 
1958  to  date.  Less  active  were  the 
key  small  cents  and  large  nickels 
in  the  lower  grades. 

Increased  attention  is  being  di¬ 
rected  to  Canadian  medals  and 
paper  money  and  new  societies 
have  been  formed  for  both. 


New  production  records  were 
established  by  the  Royal  Cana¬ 
dian  Mint  for  both  the  regular 
coinage,  proof -like  sets  and  proof¬ 
like  silver  dollars,  yet  the  output 
was  far  short  of  the  demand. 
With  the  new  obverse  design 
being  used  for  the  1965  coinage 
it  is  expected  that  this  will  be 
another  big  year  for  the  Mint. 
For  this  reason  I  strongly  recom¬ 
mend  that  orders  for  the  mint 
issue  sets  be  placed  early  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  Orders  will  be  accepted  by 
the  Canadian  Mint  only  after 
January  first.  There  will  be  a  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  in  the  set  as  usual, 
but  there  will  be  no  separate 
issue  of  silver  dollars  for  col¬ 
lectors.  They  will  probably  be 
able  to  obtain  the  bag  uncircu¬ 
lated  dollars  along  with  the  other 
denominations  of  regular  coinage 
from  banks  and  dealers. 


“I  think  it  needs  a  little  more 
sugar  .  .  .” 
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EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY  PRESENTS  .  . 


CHOICE  FOREIGN  COINS 


WORLD  CROWNS 

AUSTRIA — 50  Schillings.  1964.  Issued  to  commemorate  the  Winter  Olympics  at 
Innsbruck.  Proof  . . . $  5.50 

BULGARIA — Complete  type  set  of  Bulgarian  silver  crowns.  All  types  1884-1937. 

5  choice  crowns  in  all,  in  VF  and  EF  condition.  An  unusually  good  value  at  just  $49.50 

CEYLON— 5  R  upees.  1957.  This  piece  was  issued  to  commemorate  2500  Years  of 
Buddha.  Features  an  extremely  attractive  circus  menagerie  design.  Same  crown 
that  is  in  the  popular  cased  proof  set  of  this  year.  BU  . . $  5.75 

CURACAO — 2'/2  Gulden.  1944-D.  Struck  at  the  Denver  Mint  for  use  as  backing  for 
an  international  business  deal  during  that  critical  war  year.  Features  prominent 
"D"  mintmark.  ONLY  CROWN  EVER  STRUCK  for  this  island.  Y-10.  Choice  BU.  $  9.50 
LUXEMBOURG — 250  Francs.  1963.  Commemorates  the  1000th  year  of  the  Duchy. 

The  rarity  of  the  future  as  only  10,000  were  struck.  BU  with  some  bagging . $13.00 

PHILIPPINES — Early  19th  Century  crown  of  Spanish  King  Ferdinand  VIII.  These  rare 
crowns  were  originally  minted  by  various  Latin-American  Republics  and  later 
counterstamped  with  a  crowned  "F.7.0"  by  the  Philppines  to  signify  their  accept¬ 
ance  by  the  Mother  Country.  Fine  or  better .  $37.50 

Mid  19th  Century  crown  of  Spanish  Queen  Isabella.  Similar  to  the  above  but 
counterstamped  "Y.ll."  Fine  or  better . $30.00 

SPECIAL  VALUE 

One  of  each  of  these  most  interesting  and  numismatically  valuable  crowns. 
"F.7.0"  and  "Y.ll."  For  just . $57.50 

UNUSUAL  ITEMS  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST 

BRAZIL — 5000  Reis.  1936.  Honoring  aviator  Santos  Dumont.  The  very  last  silver  type 
coin  of  Brazil.  Choice  BU  . $  3.50 

CANADA — 1815  Halfpenny.  One  of  the  most  attractive  early  Canadian  tokens. 
Features  an  American  Eagle  on  obverse.  Breton  number  994,  from  a  small  hoard 
discovered  over  a  half  a  century  ago.  UNCIRCULATED  . $  9.75 

ISRAEL — 1961  Half  Pound.  Commemorates  the  Feast  of  Purim.  Only  20,000  struck  for 
circulation.  Scarce.  BU  . $  4.50 

KUTCH — 5  Kori.  1936.  This  is  the  largest  silver  coin  ever  issued  for  the  abdicated 
King.  Famine  in  India  has  forced  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  to  sell  their  treas¬ 
ured  silver  coins  for  food.  Desirable.  BU  .  $  7.00 

LIBERIA — Half  Cent.  1941.  Struck  at  Philadelphia.  This  attractive  copper  nickel  coin 
was  issued  only  in  1941.  Check  this  mintage  .  .  .  about  that  of  a  1909-S  Indian 

Cent!!  Investors  BU  roll  of  fifty  coins  . $19.50 

PHILIPPINES — I  Centavo.  1940.  Second  scarcest  of  all  Philippines  bronzes  since 
1925.  "World  Coins"  lists  this  coin  at  $4.00  in  its  Philippines  Trends".  Here  is  an 
opportunity  to  invest  at  substantial  savings.  BU  roll  of  fifty  . .  $69.50 

POLAND — 10  Zlotych.  1959.  Honoring  the  renowned  scientist  Copernicus.  Scarce. 

BU  . $4.00 

10  Zlotych.  I960.  Honoring  the  Polish  and  American  Revolutionary  War  Hero  Kos- 
ciuszko.  BU  . $3.75 

RUANDA-URUNDI — I  Franc.  1961.  The  only  coin  ever  issued  by  this  Country.  Page 
400  in  Yeoman's  Book.  Y-l.  Investors  BU  roll  of  fifty  pieces . $49.50 


Order  Early — Avoid  Disappointment 


Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

Empire  Building  Phone  RA  9-6141 

Johnson  City,  New  York  13790 

"Home  of  America's  Finest  Coins'" 
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RARE  ENGLISH  CROWNS 
OF  KING  GEORGE  V 


A  complete  selection  of  George  V  crowns.  The  low  mintages  of  the  1927-1934 
issues  and  the  1936  give  these  excellent  potential,  in  our  opinion.  Compare 
price  mintage-for-mintage  with  comparable  20th  century  U.S.  or  Canadian 


issues. 

1927  (Mintage:  15,030)  VF  $80.00;  Impaired  Proof  $97.00;  Perfect 

Proof  . . . . $  160.00 

1928  (Mintage:  9,034)  VF  $80.00;  EF  $90.00;  AU  $115.00;  Unc .  170.00 

1929  (Mintage:  4,994)  Fine  $80.00;  EF  $90.00;  AU  $1  15.00;  Unc.  .  245.00 

1930  (Mintage:  4,847)  VF  $90.00;  EF  $1  15.00;  AU  130.00 

1931  (Mintage:  4,056)  Fine  $75.00;  VF  $97.50;  EF  $120.00;  AU  $135.00; 

Unc . . . .  245.00 

1932  (Mintage:  2,395)  VF  $155.00;  EF  $190.00;  AU .  225.00 

1933  (Mintage:  7,132)  VF  $80.00;  EF  $95.00;  AU  $1  15.00;  Unc . .  195.00 

1934  (Mintage:  932)  EF  $695.00;  AU  $795.00;  Unc.  $895.00;  Proof  .  1250.00 

1935  Jubilee.  EF  $9.50;  AU  . . . . .  14.00 

1936  (Mintage:  2,473)  VF  $125.00;  EF  $150.00;  AU  $185.00;  Unc .  250.00 


COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF  GEORGE  V  CROWNS  ...  One  of  each 
1927  to  1936.  The  1927  is  a  choice  Proof,  the  1935  is  Unc.  and  the  other 
dates  are  all  select  VF  to  EF.  An  extremely  rare  and  eminently  desirable 
collection  of  one  of  the  most  spectacular  (and  one  of  the  rarest)  series 
in  English  coinage.  COMPLETE: . $1495.00 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 


Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

Empire  Building  Phone  RA  9-6141 

Johnson  City,  New  York  13790 
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Your  Man  at  the  Centre  of  the  World 

by  Nick  Parker ,  F.R.N.S . 


I  can  truthfully  say  that  this 
past  month  of  October  has  been 
the  most  hectic  one  I  am  capable 
of  remembering.  Activity  was  of 
course  centered  around  the  five 
major  auction  sales  mentioned  at 
the  end  of  last  month’s  column. 
The  first  of  these  took  place  at 
Christie’s  on  the  13th.  Beyond  a 
doubt  the  highlight  of  this  sale 
was  the  section  devoted  to  United 
States’  coins,  the  first  two  lots  of 
which  were  mint  state  1794  silver 
dollars,  each  of  which  fetched 
£4000  or  $11,200.  A  mint  state  45 
1794  cent  (S  45)  realized  £1000 
or  $2800,  while  a  similar  Sheldon 
69  trebled  this  figure  and  a 
slightly  inferior  Sheldon  71  sold 
for  £1050  or  $2940. 

This  memorable  sale  was  fol¬ 
lowed  on  the  14th  by  the  regular 
monthly  Glendining  auction  which 
will  probably  best  be  remem¬ 
bered  for  a  rather  odd  reason.  It 
is  the  general  trend  at  an  auction 
sale  for  the  lots  at  the  beginning 
to  sell  high  and  those  at  the  end 
somewhat  relatively  lower  due  to 
the  fatigue  of  the  bidders;  this 
time,  however,  the  trend  was  pre¬ 
cisely  reversed.  Lots  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  sold  rather  low  as  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  price  of  only  £120 
or  $336  realized  for  a  1683  five 
guinea  piece,  while  those  at  the 
end  sold  much  higher  than  nor¬ 
mal.  For  example,  an  1847  let¬ 
tered-edge  Gothic  crown  sold  for 
£110  or  $308,  more  than  twice  the 
previous  record  price  for  the  coin. 

The  14th  was  also  the  first  day 
of  the  27th  semi-annual  Hess-Leu 
auction  in  Lucerne.  In  order  to 
bid  on  the  English  coins  in  the 


second  session  of  this  sale  de¬ 
voted  entirely  to  European  coins, 
I  found  myself  on  a  jet  bound  for 
Switzerland  a  few  hours  later  in 
the  company  of  Reginald  Lub¬ 
bock,  Leonard  Gance  and  Maurice 
Marston.  The  following  morning 
some  of  the  most  prominent  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatists  from 
throughout  the  world  congregated 
at  the  fabulous  Hotel  Schweizer- 
hof  overlooking  scenic  Lake  Lu¬ 
cerne  for  the  express  purpose  of 
giving  one  another  some  rather 
fierce  competition.  Among  the 
more  prominent  in  attendance 
were  such  people  as  Herr  and 
Frau  Heinrich  Pilartz  from  Co¬ 
logne,  Ernesto  Santamaria  from 
Rome  and  Frank  Sternberg  from 
Zurich.  Jacques  Schulman  of 
Amsterdam  occupied  the  honoured 
seat  closest  to  auctioneer  Rosen¬ 
berg.  The  Stuttgart  firm  of  H.  H. 
Kricheldorf  was  capably  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  lovely  Fraulein  In¬ 
grid  Heilig.  Arnold  Kowalsky  and 
consigner  Jack  Friedberg  repre¬ 
sented  the  United  States. 

The  English  section  of  the  sale 
was  devoted  almost  entirely  to  a 
superb  assortment  of  small  de¬ 
nomination  coins.  The  highest 
price  in  this  section  was  that  of 
1100  Swiss  francs  or  approxi¬ 
mately  $2370  realized  for  an  ex¬ 
tremely  fine  Briot  Unite.  My  vote 
for  the  most  talked  about  English 
coin  at  the  sale  would  be  cast  for 
the  1797  proof  penny  struck  in 
gold,  which  sold  for  8000  Swiss 
francs  or  approximately  $1800, 
not  because  the  price  was  high — 
in  fact  it  wasn’t — but  rather  be¬ 
cause  this  price  was  attained 
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through  the  competition  of  only 
two  bidders  starting  at  the  figure 
of  1500  Swiss  francs.  The  most 
attention-getting  coin  in  this  sale 
was  of  course  not  even  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  section.  I  am  referring  to  the 
Russian  1825  Konstantin  rouble 
which  sold  for  38,100  Swiss  francs 
or  approximately  $8570. 

After  a  brief  period  of  relative 
relaxation  over  the  succulent  rein¬ 
deer  served  at  the  dinner  that 
evening  I  returned  to  London  for 
a  few  days  and  was  then  off  again 
to  Munich  for  the  first  session  of 
the  Gerhard  Hirsch  auction,  which 
contained  a  small  but  excellent 
selection  of  English  gold  coins. 
As  the  only  English  dealer  there 
I  obviously  had  high  hopes  but  I 
soon  realized  that  my  optimism 
was  unwarranted  when  the  Ger¬ 
man  dealers  began  offering  un¬ 
precedented  competition  by  their 
apparent  willingness  to  pay  full 
London  market  price  for  these 
coins. 

Finally,  on  the  28th  and  29th  I 
returned  to  London  for  Glen¬ 
dining’s  auction  of  German  talers 
and  miscellaneous  coins.  While 
individual  prices  in  the  German 
series  would  be  meaningless,  they 
averaged  a  solid  fifty  per  cent 
above  their  previously  recognized 
valuations.  English  coins  re¬ 
mained  strong  as  well,  with  a  rec¬ 
ord  price  of  one  thousand  pounds 
or  $2800  realized  for  an  1839  five 
pound  piece.  Even  as  I  write  this 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  so  much 
having  happened  in  such  a  brief 
period  of  time  but,  as  was  said  at 
the  beginning,  it  was  hectic. 

Benedetto  Pistrucci’s  design  of 
St.  George  and  the  Dragon  has 
appeared  on  various  English  coins 
from  1817  to  the  present  time. 


WANTED 

West  Indies  Coins 

1600-1880 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 
701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 
Phone  (412)  441-0738 


We  are  distributors  of  Coin 
&  Stomp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JANUARY.  1965 


PAGE  9 


" a  touch  of  elegance " 

The  beautiful  Presidential  Art  Charms  portraying  President  Lyndon 
B.  Johnson  or  the  late  President  John  F.  Kennedy  in  sculptured  high 
relief  are  now  available  in  14K  Solid  Gold  or  Sterling  Silver.  Each 
charm  is  approximately  11/16"  in  diameter.  These  charms  were  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  American  Numismatic  Convention. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ART  CHARMS  are  offered  as  follows: 

Sterling  silver  pendant .  $5.50  ea.*  I4K  Solid  gold  pendant .  $27.95  ea.* 

Sterling  silver  charm .  3.95  ea.*  I4K  Solid  gold  charm .  24.95  ea.* 

*Add  10%  Federal  Excise  Tax.  Ohio  residents  add  3%  Sales  Tax 

Send  for  complete  details  on  this  program 

PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 

Dept.  WNJ,  P.O.  Box  187,  Englewood,  Ohio 


Presidential  Art  Medals,  Inc. 

SI 

Wm 
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United.  States 
Coin  Value 


By  R.  S.  Yeoman 


At  the  time  this  column  is  being  written,  the  coin  market  has  been 
floundering  somewhat  in  the  doldrums.  Investor  services  are  soothing 
their  subscribers  in  quiet  reassuring  terms  to  the  effect  that  the  market 
for  coins  is  “firm”  but  “inactive.”  This  is  honest  reporting  calculated 
to  avoid  any  panic.  Any  thinking  investor-collector  will  accept  the 
premise  that  coin  values  pause  periodically  in  their  upward  climb  for 
a  breather.  It  is  likely  that  the  cold  months  ahead  will  induce  normal 
collecting  instincts  and  in  turn  accelerate  the  desire  to  buy  and  sell 
coins  and  currency  in  all  categories.  The  election  probably  had  its  im¬ 
pact,  but  the  normal  fall  activities  such  as  sports,  hunting  and  raking 
the  leaves  have  a  way  of  delaying  our  full  attention  to  collecting. 
The  cold  weather  now  enveloping  most  of  us  will  settle  us  down  like 
nothing  else. 

Some  categories  of  investment  material  are  readjusting  downward, 
mainly  proof  sets  and  late-year  rolls.  Ads  for  bags  seem  to  have  dis¬ 
appeared.  After  some  months  a  new  market  will  be  generated.  The 
date  freeze  by  the  mint  has  had  its  effect  and  the  resumption  of 
demand  will  depend  to  some  degree  on  what  the  Treasury  officials 
decide  to  do  about  dates  1965  and  even  1966.  The  new  mintage  of 
silver  dollars,  if  produced,  will  touch  off  a  lot  of  activity,  we  are  sure. 

The  cautious  reporting  of  the  present  quiet  spell  recalls  to  this 
columnist  a  German  army  communique  issued  toward  the  end  of  World 
War  II.  The  exact  wording  escapes  my  memory  but  the  official 
language  was  a  masterful  avoidance  of  the  word  “retreat.”  It  went 
something  like  this:  “Strong  German  forces  have  made  a  temporary 
strategic  maneuver  in  a  rearward  direction  causing  the  enemy  to  make 
a  readjustment  of  its  lines.” 

Of  course,  the  coin  market  is  in  no  danger  of  collapsing  like  Hitler’s 
military  machine.  There  is  really  no  fair  comparison  of  a  war  with  a 
hobby.  We  are  human  and  basically  optimists.  We  hope  our  readers 
see  the  slowdown  in  its  proper  perspective. 

Actually  this  is  bargain  time  for  the  long  term  collector-investor. 
A  “rearward  maneuver”  of  coin  prices  presents  the  same  opportunity 
for  the  collector  as  for  a  Wall  Street  investor.  A  coin  “portfolio”  can 
be  built  on  the  same  premise,  with  the  added  attraction  of  assembling 
a  numismatic  array  of  specimens  which  in  itself  is  intellectually  re¬ 
warding  and  challenging.  “Blue  chips”  are  recommended,  but  bargains 
in  obsolete  types  and  other  nineteenth  century  U.S.  uncirculated  and 
proof  coins  are  uncommon.  Many  standard  prices  are  bargains,  needing 
only  careful  analysis  to  realize  this  truth.  All  truly  scarce  items 
stabilize  the  United  States  coin  market,  and  form  a  solid  base  under 
our  hobby.  Present  known  scarce  specimens  and  the  anticipation  of 
scarcity  of  later  issues  are  the  basic  ingredients  for  a  continuing 
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healthy  hobby  and  the  market  which  supports  it.  Speculative  material 
such  as  rolls  and  bags  of  recent-date  uncirculated  coins,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  subject  to  sharp  ups  and  downs.  Coins  in  this  group  are 
usually  available  in  good  quantity,  which  the  owner  wagers  will  be 
wanted  at  some  future  time  by  more  collectors  than  coins  available. 
Some  rolls,  such  as  1950  D  nickels,  may  be  too  plentiful  for  some  time 
to  come,  as  the  single  coin  demand  of  a  certain  date  must  be  well 
established  to  be  a  safe  investment. 

The  true  value  of  any  coin  comes  to  light  at  that  magic  moment 
when  demand  causes  a  dealer  to  break  a  roll  and  sell  the  contents  one 
at  a  time.  Then  and  only  then  does  a  coin  of  a  certain  date  and  mint- 
mark  earn  a  standard  value.  When  that  occurs  the  Red  Book  panel 
can  place  a  market  value  on  a  coin  with  some  degree  of  confidence  and 
accuracy.  Catalog  values  of  late-year  uncirculated  coins,  which  are  still 
largely  hoarded  in  rolls,  cannot  be  accurately  quoted  in  guide  books. 
Until  the  number  of  collectors  keenly  demanding  a  certain  coin  exceeds 
the  available  supply,  the  holders  of  rolls  are  playing  a  game  of 
numismatic  musical  chairs.  Every  time  we  go  through  a  little  slump 
as  presently  noted  someone  is  standing  up  wearing  a  silly  grin  without 
a  chair  to  sit  on  and  temporarily  out  of  the  game — perhaps  even 
permanently.  He  is  one  who  may  be  heard  to  say  bitterly  “numismatics 
is  a  phony  racket.”  What  a  tragic  use  of  the  term  “numismatics!” 

RARE 

Did  you  notice  the  recent  advertisement  for  a  well-known  “aches  and 
pains”  remedy  in  a  prominent  weekly  illustrated  magazine  ?  The 
prospective  purchaser  is  offered  a  RARE  Kennedy  half  dollar  as  an 
inducement  to  send  an  order.  One  wonders  if  more  packages  of  the 
product  will  be  sold  than  the  total  mintage  of  this  rare  coin.  We 
doubt  it. 


The  Cover  Coin 


A  Persian  commemorative 
crown  graces  the  cover  of  this 
month’s  Journal.  The  coin  shown 
is  a  silver  5  Krans  struck  in  1904 
to  honor  the  golden  jubilee  of 
Shah  Muzaffar-ed-Din.  One  and 
Two  Toman  gold  pieces  were  also 
struck  for  the  occasion. 

Born  in  1853,  Muzaffar-ed-Din 
was  the  son  of  Nasr-ed-Din,  the 
Persian  Shah  who  did  much  to 
westernize  his  country  and  spread 
the  growth  of  modern  civilization. 
Muzaffar-ed-Din  followed  his 
father  to  the  throne  in  1896.  His 
reign,  while  short,  was  never¬ 
theless  notably  unsuccessful.  He 


borrowed  heavily  from  Russia  and 
failed  to  put  a  stop  to  British 
and  Russian  encroachments  on 
Persian  sovereignty.  This  won 
him  little  popular  support.  In 
1906,  after  a  threatened  revolu¬ 
tion,  he  was  forced  to  proclaim  a 
liberal  constitution  establishing 
a  Parliament.  He  died  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mohammed  Ali. 

The  bust  of  Muzaffar-ed-Din, 
splendid  in  plumed  fez,  is  shown 
on  the  obverse  of  the  pictured 
coin.  The  reverse  depicts  the  Per¬ 
sian  lion  holding  a  scimitar.  The 
coin  is  dated  1322  A.H. 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  ,Apt.  A,  1501  E.  Mt.  Airy  Avenue,  Philadelphia  50,  Pa. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


AUSTRIA 

The  recently  discovered  mule  of  the  1964  Grillparzer  commemorative 
25  Schilling  will  carry  the  number  112a.  This  piece  combines  the 
obverse  showing  Grillparzer  with  the  reverse  used  in  1963  for  the 
Prinz  Eugen  25  Schilling  which  has  a  circle  of  stars  around  the  value, 
a  sprig  below,  the  world  SCHILLING  in  another  position  and  a  dif¬ 
ferent  arrangement  of  the  shields. 


CHILE 


Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  *  Value  (Unc.) 

A110  2  Centesimos  Aluminum-Bronze  1964  . $  .15 


Obverse:  Flying  condor  to  left,  legend  below:  REPUBLICA 
DE  CHILE.  Reverse:  Value  between  two  ears  of  corn,  date 
and  mint  mark  for  Santiago  below,  on  top  Large  E  and  a 
small  o  for  Escudo.  Plain  edge.  Col.  Rafael  Ordonez  P.,  Jack 
Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Department. 


CHINA 

Formosa 

The  November  Journal  listed  a  new  1  Yuan  of  the  Republic  of  China, 
with  Catalog  number  10.  This  is  incorrect;  the  Catalog  number  for 
this  coin  is  11. 
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m  Planning 


a  trip 

to  New  York 
soon? 


.  57th  STREET:  THE  ART  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  s 

\^5th  AVENUE:  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  ] 


W 


Attending  the  New  York  Worlds  Fair  1964-1965? 

Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We’re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

;  ‘  -i 

y  Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America  s  Oldest  and 

/  Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 

plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 
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GREECE 


48  30  Drachmai  Silver  1964 .  3.50 

Obverse:  Conjoined  busts  of  the  Royal  couple  to  left,  legend 
around:  KONSTANTINE  and  ANNA  MARIE,  KINGDOM 
OF  THE  HELLENES.  Reverse:  Crowned  double  eagle,  divid¬ 
ing  date  on  top  and  value  on  the  bottom.  Inscription  around 
the  edge  in  Byzantine  Greek  lettering:  MY  POWER  IS  THE 
LOVE  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  Struck  at  the  Swiss  State  mint  in 
Berne.  David  A.  C.  Lin,  Jack  Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Depart¬ 
ment. 


INDIA 

77  3  Paisa  Aluminum  1964 . 20 

Obverse:  Asoka  pillar  design.  Reverse:  Inscription,  denomi¬ 
nation.  Hexagonal  planchet. 


IRIAN  BARAT 
(West  New  Guinea) 


1  5  Sen  Aluminum  1962  . 75 

Obverse:  Bust  with  hat,  to  left,  SUKARNO  below,  Legend 
around:  PRESIDEN  REPUBLIK  INDONESIA.  Reverse: 
Value  within  wreath,  date  below.  Plain  edge.  (No  inscription 
around  the  edge.) 

2  10  Sen  Aluminum  1962  .  1.25 

Similar  to  above  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet.  Plain 
edge. 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 

Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Correspondence  is  invited 
from  collectors  of  Fugio 
cents  in  connection  with  a 
revision  of  the  Newman 
monograph  on  the  subject. 

(licUandl  PiokeA 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 

FIRST  P.M.G.  SHOW— CHICAGO,  MARCH  5-6-7,  1965- 

PALMER  HOUSE 


Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 
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3  25  Sen  Aluminum  1962  .  2.50 

Similar  to  above  except  for  value,  still  larger  planchet.  Milled 
edge.  The  above  three  values  are  identical  to  the  RIAU  coins 
described  in  the  June  1964  issue  of  the  Journal  except  for  the 
lack  of  the  inscription  around  the  edge.  According  to  Mrs. 
Iona  Reed  who  submitted  these  coins,  the  above  are  very- 
difficult  to  come  by,  as  very  few  travelers  visit  that  part  of 
New  Guinea. 


ISRAEL 


40  50  Pounds  Gold  1964  .  — 

Obverse:  State  emblem  in  center,  ISRAEL  in  Hebrew  below. 
Legend  on  top:  FIFTY  ISRAELI  LIROT  in  Hebrew;  on  the 
bottom:  1964,  ISRAEL  in  English  and  Arabic,  at  right  He¬ 
brew  date  5725.  Design  by  Roli.  Reverse:  Upper  right,  a 
pomegranate  between  a  double  cornucopia,  design  similar  to 
those  of  the  Hasmonaean  coins.  On  the  lower  left:  TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  in  four  lines. 
Design  by  Jacob  Zim.  Milled  edge.  Struck  at  the  Swiss  State 
Mint  in  Berne.  27  mm.  13.34  Gramm.  500  pieces  were  struck 
in  Proof  and  5500  as  regular  issue.  Photo  Courtesy  Robert 
Weber,  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp.,  Ltd.,  N.Y. 

JAMAICA 


24  V2  Penny  Nickel-Brass  1964  . 20 

Obverse:  Crowned  young  bust  of  Queen  to  right,  legend 
around:  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  THE  SECOND.  Reverse:  New 
arms,  supported  by  Carib  Indians:  motto  on  the  scroll  now 
reads:  OUT  OF  MANY,  ONE  PEOPLE.  On  top:  JAMAICA, 
on  the  bottom,  value  and  date.  Plain  edge. 
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NOW  IN  ENGLAND 


Joseph  H.  Corbitt 

Manager 


WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLIES 


Servicing  Europe 


'(j&Ofb  LTD. 

2  ST.  NICHOLAS  BUILDINGS, 
NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE  1,  ENGLAND 

Phone  21784 


New  York  Office 
554  Westbury  Ave. 
Carle  Place,  New  York 
516  ED  4  7981-2-3 


Midwest  Branch 

1653  Boyd  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 
414-637-3441 


Middle  Atlantic  branch 

302  West  6  Avenue 
Conshohocken,  Pa. 
215-825  0212 
Phila.  line:  PL  3-1836 


Caribbean  branch 
RFD  No.  2,  Box  9F 
Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 
767-6022 


CANADIAN  DIVISION: 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  4512  Papineau  Ave. 
Montreal,  Canada 
Phone  514  525-2568 

COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 
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25  1  Penny  Nickel-Brass  1964  . 35 

Similar  to  above  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet.  Jack 
Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Dept.  Lauren  Benson. 


JAPAN 

Olympic  Games  Commemoratives 


79  100  Yen  Silver  1964  .  2.50 

Obverse:  The  flaming  Olympic  torch  with  five  interlocking 
rings  superimposed,  value  below,  NIPPON  KUO  (Japanese 
Nation)  on  top.  Reverse:  Arabic  numerals  100  in  center  for 
value,  legend  below:  SHOWA  39th  YEAR:  on  top:  TOKYO 
1964  divided  by  an  olive  branch.  Reeded  edge.  Jack  Friedberg, 
Gimbels  Coin  Dept.,  Gus  Galdi. 


80  1000  Yen  Silver  1964  .  7.50 

Obverse:  Mount  Fujiyama,  surrounded  by  cherry  blossoms 
and  leaves,  value  below,  on  top:  NIPPON  KUO.  Reverse: 
Value  in  Arabic  numerals  and  English  lettering:  1000  YEN, 
the  5  interlocking  Olympic  rings  below;  on  the  bottom,  Japa¬ 
nese  legend  with  Arabic  numerals:  SHOWA  39th  YEAR.  On 
top:  1964  TOKYO;  four  cherry  blossoms  on  each  side.  Reeded 
edge.  Jack  Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Dept.,  Gus  Galdi. 

MALAWI 

An  issue  of  coins  for  the  new  State  of  Malawi  is  expected  early  in 
1965,  in  denominations  of  Sixpence,  Shilling,  Two  Shillings  and  Two 
Shillings  Six  Pence.  Lower  denominations  (3d.,  Id.  and  l^d.)  issued  by 
the  former  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  will  remain  in  use 
for  the  time  being.  This  information  supplied  by  Jolie  Coins. 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 


COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
....  no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra-thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tight  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


BOX  OF  100  HOLDERS 


$ 


lOO  FOR 

^98 


FREE 

COIN  STORAGE 
BOX  INCLUDED 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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PAKISTAN 


A16  1  Paisa  Bronze  1964  . 10 

Obverse:  Toughra  in  Urdu  for  the  Government  of  Pakistan; 
crescent  and  star  above,  date  below.  Legend  around  in  Ben¬ 
gali:  GOVERNMENT  OF  PAKISTAN.  This  obverse  is  stand¬ 
ard  for  the  following  three  values.  Reverse:  numeral  1  in 
center  between  wheat  stalks,  value  at  top  in  Urdu  and  below 
in  Bengali.  Submitted  by  J.  C.  St.  A.  Malcolm. 

B16  2  Paisa  Bronze  1964  . 15 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  value  in  center  between  floral 
design  on  sides.  Inscription  above  and  below.  Scalloped  plan- 
chet. 

Cl 6  5  Paisa  Nickel-Brass  1964  . 15 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  value  on  ship,  inscription  at  sides 
and  top,  star  below.  Square  planchet. 

D16  10  Paisa  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 25 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  value  and  inscription  in  center, 
surrounded  by  wreath.  Scalloped  planchet. 


PERSIA 

(Iran) 

The  November  Journal  listed  a  1937  silver  Half  Rial,  with  tentative 
Catalog  No.  A128.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Ernst  Kraus  the  coin  has  been  posi¬ 
tively  identified  as  simply  a  later  date  of  old  listing  Y  112;  thus  the 
tentative  No.  A128  should  be  disregarded. 

Further  clarification  in  this  series  was  submitted  but  too  late  for 
inclusion  in  the  Sixth  Edition  Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins.  Readers 
are  therefore  urged  to  make  appropriate  corrections  on  page  367  of 
the  new  edition,  as  follows: 

Coins  issued  under  RIZA  SHAH  PAHLEVI  under  the  law  of  A.H. 
1315  include  Y125,  126,  128  and  128a  for  years  1315-1319.  Thus  the 
heading  MOHAMMED  RIZA  PAHLEVI  1942-  is  misplaced,  and  should 
follow  Y128a.  Under  this  ruler,  the  following  numbers  should  be  added 
before  Y129: 


MOHAMMED  RIZA  PAHLEVI  1942- 
Aluminum-Bronze 
A129  5  Dinars  1320-21 

B129  10  Dinars  1320-21 

C129  25  Dinars  1324-29 

D129  50  Dinars  1321-32 

E129  50  Dinars  1322  bronze  or  copper 

Delete  Y127  completely;  this  coin  will  take  the  number  C129  hereafter. 
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AVAILABLE  TO  RECOGNIZED  DEALERS  ONLY 


featuring  all  the  major  brands  .  .  . 
plus  the  exclusive  fast  selling  line  of 
HARCO  creations 

•  AMERICAN  •  ATCO 

•  CAPITAL  •  DENNISON  f  ■— 

•  DYMO  •  ELBE  •  FOLD-O-  \  J 

HINGE  •  FUL-VU  •  GROSSMAN  \ 

•  HARCO  •  HARCO  MOUNTS  Vq  ^ 

•  HARRIS  •  MEGHRIG  \  *  <^> 

•  MINKUS  •  PRESIDENT  COIN  \  ® 

»  SCOTT  •  SEEWELL  •  SEITZ 

•  SELSI  •  SWIFT  •  WHITE  ACE  - 

•  WHITMAN  \ 


3  fB8QH 


HAROLD  COHN  &  CO. 
3224  N.  HALSTED  ST. 
CHICAGO,  ILL.  60657 


HARCO  CATALOGS.  WITH  ROOM  FOR  YOUR  IMPRINT.  MAKE 
IDEAL  CUSTOMER  MAILERS  ...SEND  FOR  FREE  DETAILS 


FILL  OUT  AND 

MAIL 

NOW 


HAROLD  COHN  &  CO. 

3224  N.  Hoisted  St.,  Chicago,  III.  60657 

Please  send  me  the  following.  I  understand 
there  is  to  be  no  charge  for  this  material. 
lU  Philatelic  Catalog  O  Numismatic  Catalog 
□  Full  details  as  to  how  I  can  use  catalogs, 
with  my  imprint,  for  customer  mailers. 

STORE  NAME . 

STORE  ADDRESS . 

CITY . STATE . 

BUYER'S  NAME . 
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Y137,  50  Dinars  is  on  a  thinner  planchet  but  otherwise  identical  to 
Y128  and  D129. 


POLAND 


AA47  10  Groszy  Aluminum  1961  . 15 

Obverse:  eagle  in  center,  date  below,  legend  around:  POLSKA 
RZECZPOSPOLITA  LUDOWA  (Polish  Peoples  Republic). 
Reverse:  Value  10  Groszy,  laurel  wreath  below.  Plain  edge. 
Glen  H.  Reno. 


TIBET 


A19  2 Vz  Skar  Bronze  1918  .  5.00 

Obverse:  RAB  BYUNG  15  LO  52  (Tibetan  legend  and  nu¬ 
merals)  all  around  lion  in  the  center  (in  the  52nd  year  of  the 
15th  cycle).  Reverse:  legend  at  top,  left,  right.  SKAR  PYED 
GSUM  or  Three  less  half  a  skar,  which  is  of  course  2%  Skar. 
Floral  ornaments  are  covering  most  of  the  field.  Square 
scalloped  planchet.  Submitted  by  Gunter  Grosch;  translation 
courtesy  Charles  K.  Panish.  This  coin  may  be  quite  rare,  as 
no  record  of  this  coin  type  is  known. 


TURKEY 

Five  higher  denominations  of  the  type  shown  on  page  469  for  Nos. 
26-31  (Flowers  at  right  of  Toughra)  have  been  added  to  the  Sixth 
Edition  Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins.  These  will  be  listed  as  A31 
through  E31.  The  heading  “Gold”  should  precede  these  numbers.  One 
addition  was  also  placed  under  the  type  shown  for  Nos.  32-35  (“Al 
Ghazi”  at  right  of  Toughra).  This  is  a  20  Paras  piece,  which  will  bear 
the  No.  F31,  and  is  illustrated  below  in  actual  size: 


F31  20  Paras  Silver 


.25 
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DEALERS:  Catalogue  on  Request 


of  IDapton 

-  tiujlehuwit,  (Ditto 


Amt  513-830-3000 


olesale 
ibutors 
of 


.Numismatic 

Philatelic 

Supplies  -  c Accessories 
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SIERRA  LEONE 


1  V2  Cent  Bronze  1964  . 20 

Obverse:  bare  head  of  the  late  Prime  Minister  and  Founder 
of  this  state,  to  right,  his  name  below:  SIR  MILTON 
MARGAI.  Motto  above:  UNITY* FREEDOM* JUSTICE.  Small 
initials  M.R.  below  the  head  are  for  the  designer  Michael 
Rizzello.  This  obverse  design  is  identical  on  all  the  follow¬ 
ing  values.  Reverse:  Numerals  V2  between  two  Bonga  fish 
within  circle,  value  and  date  below.  SIERRA  LEONE  above. 
Plain  edge. 


2  1  Cent  Bronze  1964  . 25 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  Numeral  1  between  palm 
branches,  legend  above,  value  and  date  below.  Plain  edge. 


3  5  Cents  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 35 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  Cottonwood  tree  dividing  date, 
all  within  center  circle,  legend  above,  value  below.  Reeded 
edge. 
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JONAH  R.  SHAPIRO 

INC. 

217  E.  Fayette  St.,  Syracuse  2,  N.Y. 

Telephone  315-474-4638 

★ 

SET  OF  LIBERTY  WALKING  HALVES 

1941-1947  All  Dates  and  Mints 

This  Series  Bears  Watching 

Br.  Unc.  $150.00  Per  Set 

* 


Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur  Commemorative  Issue 

Complete  Set  BR.  UNC.  in  attractive  Snap-Loc  Holder  only  $6.50  per  set 

Ten  Sets  $6.00  per  set 

★ 

FRANKLIN  HALF-DOLLARS 

COMPLETE  BRILLIANT  UNC.  SETS 

1948-1963  All  dates  and  mints.  You  still  have  time 
to  buy  this  set  from  us  at  a  reasonable  price.  Sent 
to  you  mounted  in  a  NEW  BOOKSHELF  ALBUM  for 
$185.00  postpaid.  Satisfaction  guaranteed— Prompt 
shipment. 

WANTED -COLLECTIONS,  SETS,  ROLLS 

Deal  with  Confidence 
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4  10  Cents  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 45 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  Numerals  10  within  a  circle  of 
what  appears  to  be  rice  grains,  legend  above,  value  and  date 
below.  Reeded  edge. 


5  20  Cents  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 60 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  lion  walking  to  left,  two  palm 
trees  in  the  background,  date  below,  numerals  20  above. 
Legend  on  top,  value  on  the  bottom.  Reeded  edge. 


6  1  Leone  Copper-Nickel  1964.  Struck  in  proof .  — 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  arms  supported  by  lions,  scroll 
below  with  motto,  numeral  1  on  top,  legend  above:  SIERRA 
LEONE.  On  the  bottom,  value  ONE  LEONE  1964.  Reeded 
edge.  Struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London. 
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Hubert  L  Polzer 

WANTED  TO  BUY- 

CANADIAN  COINS 

4716  W.  Center 

FREE!  Cash  buying  price  lists  showing 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53210 

prices  we  pay.  Proof-like  sets.  Most 
circulated  coins  before  1912.  Many 

ANA  4439 

other  Canadian  coins  also  wanted. 

♦ 

NEW!  LATEST  CANA- 

NEW 

DIAN  BULLETIN 

1965  6th  Edition 

Our  monthly  house  organ.  Includes 
large  lists  of  Canadian  and  British 

MODERN  WORLD 

coins  for  sale.  Monthly.  Canada's 

COIN  CATALOG 
$4.00 

largest.  Sample  copy  10$.  Year  $1.00. 

BETH  MARLES  JACK  MARLES 

Members  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Canadian  Numismatic  Association, 

write  for  free  catalog 

etc.  Longest  continuous  advertisers  in 
U.S.  numismatic  publications  of  any 

WHITMAN'S  ORIGINAL  JOBBER 

Canadian  firm. 

Phone  243-5432 

Established  1919 

MARLES  &  CO. 

Box  10-Wj,  Station  A,  Calgary,  Canada 

RUSSIAN  COINS 

I'd  like  to  buy  a  really  first-rate  collec¬ 
tion  of  Russian  coins. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

Box  3013 

Alexandria,  Va.  22302 
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Ireland’s  Numismatic  Menagerie 


some  observations  from  a  Gaelic  barnyard 

by  Horace  Bull 


With  the  numismatic  horizon 
so  recently  brightened  by  the 
glow  of  Australia’s  forthcoming 
decimal  coins,  the  ever-popular 
animal  coins  of  Ireland  take  on 
especial  significance.  The  parallels 
between  the  two  series  of  coins 
are  unmistakable.  Like  Stuart 
Devlin’s  striking  designs  for  the 
new  Australian  coins,  the  Irish 


picture  of  what  might  have  been. 

The  need  for  developing  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  and  wholly  satisfactory 
national  coinage  figured  promi¬ 
nently  in  the  minds  of  the  early 
leaders  of  the  Irish  Free  State. 
They  readily  recognized  that  the 
problem  of  issuing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  token  coinage  was  at  once 
the  privilege  and  the  responsi- 


A  bronze  proof  of  Publio  Morbiducci’s  pattern  sixpence. 


issues  represent  a  carefully  inte¬ 
grated  numismatic  series.  Fur¬ 
ther,  they  too  portray  animals 
indigenous  to  the  country  of  ori¬ 
gin. 

It  is  perhaps  less  well  known, 
however,  that  the  Irish  designs 
also  share  the  distinction  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  selected  through  a  com¬ 
petition  of  several  prominent 
artists.  It  was  this  competition 
which  produced  Percy  Metcalfe’s 
designs,  a  pleasing  group  of  ani¬ 
mal  portraits  which  have  graced 
Ireland’s  coinage  from  1928  to  the 
present  day.  Additionally,  the  un¬ 
successful  competing  sculptors 
have  left  us  with  a  fascinating 


bility  of  an  independent  nation, 
and  took  steps  toward  their  goal 
with  a  degree  of  forethought  and 
precision  that  is  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  numismatics. 

The  amount  of  British  money 
remaining  in  circulation,  along 
with  a  consideration  of  general 
public  convenience,  precluded  the 
possibility  of  a  decimal  coinage 
for  the  Free  State.  The  crown 
was  ruled  out  as  a  possible  de¬ 
nomination;  it  was  considered  an 
obsolete  coin  and  was  seldom  met 
with  in  circulation.  The  half- 
crown  was  nevertheless  retained, 
as  were  the  florin,  the  shilling, 
the  sixpence,  the  threepence,  the 
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Three  ways  of  looking  at  a  hull — by  Man. ship,  Morhiducci  and  Sheppard. 


penny,  the  halfpenny,  and  the 
farthing. 

Unlike  their  English  counter¬ 
parts,  the  Irish  sixpence  and 
threepence  were  struck  in  nickel. 
The  British  silver  thrup’nibit  was 
thought  to  be  an  inconveniently 
small  coin.  Once  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  strike  the  threepence  in 
a  larger  size  and  of  another 
metal,  it  became  necessary  to  coin 
a  proportionately  larger  sixpence, 
also  of  nickel ;  otherwise  the 
silver  sixpence  and  the  nickel 
threepence  would  have  been  too 
similar  in  size. 

The  metallic  composition  of  the 
silver  coins  also  received  con¬ 
siderable  thought.  The  debased 
post-1920  British  coins  were 
deemed  unsatisfactory,  while  the 
pre-war  British  standard  of  fine¬ 
ness  was  thought  to  be  economi¬ 
cally  impractical.  Consequently, 
the  proportion  of  silver  to  alloy 
was  fixed  at  three-to-one.  In  this 
manner  the  Irish  at  once  guarded 
against  the  effects  of  a  future 
rise  in  the  price  of  silver  while 
maintaining  a  satisfactory  blend 
of  metals. 

Once  these  matters  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  question  of  coin  design 
was  considered.  The  Minister  of 
Finance  appointed  a  committee  to 
assist  him  with  the  aim  of 
choosing  men  with  artistic  and 
historical  perspective. 

William  Butler  Yeats,  the  noted 
poet  and  a  senator  as  well,  was 
selected  as  the  committee’s  chair¬ 


man.  Other  members  included  the 
Director  of  the  National  Gallery, 
the  President  of  the  Royal  Hi¬ 
bernian  Academy,  a  barrister  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Department  of 
Finance,  and  two  other  prominent 
Hibernians.  The  course  chosen  by 
this  committee  was  rather  an 
original  one.  They  determined 
precisely  what  designs  they 
wished  to  employ  upon  each  de¬ 
nomination,  selected  a  group  of 
prominent  medallists,  and  sup¬ 
plied  these  artists  with  a  variety 
of  sample  coins,  photographs, 
sketches  and  descriptions  so  that 
coin  designs  most  in  line  with 
their  objectives  might  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

One  might  expect  a  committee 
to  come  up  with  coins  which  look 
as  though  they  have  been  de¬ 
signed  by  a  committee.  That  this 
most  certainly  did  not  happen  in 
the  case  of  the  Free  State  is  a 
tribute  to  the  committee  itself 
and  the  methods  which  they 
adopted. 

The  first  concern  was  one  of 
subject  matter.  “We  asked  advice 
as  to  symbols,”  Yeats  wrote  later, 
“and  were  recommended  by  the 
public:  round  towers,  wolf¬ 

hounds,  shamrocks,  single  or  in 
wreaths,  and  the  Treaty  Stone  of 
Limerick;  and  advised  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries  to  avoid 
patriotic  emblems  altogether,  for 
even  the  shamrock  emblem  was 
not  a  hundred  years  old.  We 
would  have  avoided  them  in  any 
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case,  for  we  had  to  choose  such 
forms  as  permit  an  artist  to  dis¬ 
play  all  his  capacity  for  design 
and  expression,  and  as  Ireland  is 
the  first  modern  State  to  design 
an  entire  coinage  ...  it  seemed 
best  to  give  the  coins  some  rela¬ 
tion  to  one  another.  .  .  . 

“If  we  decided  upon  birds  and 
beasts,  the  artist,  the  experience 
of  centuries  had  shown,  might 


the  whole  horse  to  be  shown,”  was 
chosen  for  the  half-crown  because 
of  the  committee’s  belief  that  the 
size  of  the  coin  would  facilitate 
an  “adequate  treatment”  of  the 
animal.  For  the  florin,  a  salmon 
was  selected,  “both  because  of  its 
value  as  a  natural  product  and 
also  because  of  its  place  in  Irish 
legend,  in  which  it  is  coupled  as 
the  salmon  of  wisdom  with  the 


Florins  by  Milles,  Power  and  Sheppard. 


achieve  a  masterpiece,  and  might, 
or  so  it  seemed  to  us,  please  those 
that  would  look  longer  at  each 
coin  than  anybody  else,  artists 
and  children.  Besides,  what  better 
symbols  could  we  find  for  this 
horse-riding,  salmon-fishing,  cat¬ 
tle-raising  country?” 

Animals  were  selected  for  each 
of  the  proposed  denominations. 
In  a  summary  of  the  proceedings, 
Leo  T.  McCauley,  secretary  to  the 
committee,  explained  the  choice 
of  each  of  the  animals.  The  horse, 
“an  Irish  hunter  without  a  rider, 


nuts  of  knowledge.” 

The  bull  was  selected  to  grace 
the  shilling.  As  with  other  coins, 
the  committee  admired  the  use  of 
this  animal  upon  artistically  ex¬ 
cellent  coins  of  ancient  Greece, 
and  noted  that  the  bull  was 
worthy  both  as  representative  of 
“the  excellence  of  Irish  cattle” 
and  because  of  the  artistic  possi¬ 
bilities  it  provided. 

The  wolf-hound  on  the  sixpence 
was  considered  a  slight  departure 
from  the  rest  of  the  series,  being 
less  a  natural  product  of  Ireland 


Three  designs  by  Albert  Power.  The  harp-and-sunburst  obverse  is  especially  striking. 
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4 


Obverse  and  reverse  of  Carl  Milks’  design  for  the  half-crown. 


than  a  symbol — “a  dog  peculiarly 
identified  with  Ireland.”  While 
other  popular  symbols  had  been 
rejected,  the  wolf-hound  seemed 
to  fit  into  the  general  spirit  of 
the  animal  series. 

For  the  threepence,  a  hare  was 
chosen.  The  committee  noted  the 
affinity  of  the  two  nickel  coins, 
the  hound  and  the  hare,  and 
thought  they  would  serve  well  to 
represent  Irish  sport.  Again, 
reference  to  the  representation  of 
a  hare  upon  ancient  coins  was 
supplied. 

“We  realise  that  a  hen,  or  a  hen 
with  chickens,  may  be  regarded 
as  being  too  homely  a  subject  for 
a  coin  design,”  the  committee 
noted,  and  went  on  to  point  out 
that  this  homeliness  was  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  “since  it  will  make  an 
immediate  appeal  to  farmers,  and 
especially  to  their  wives  and 
daughters,  to  whom  the  care  of 
poultry  is  a  particular  concern.” 
The  cock  was  deliberately  avoided 
because  it  was  the  symbol  of  the 
French  republic. 

A  pig  was  chosen  for  the  half¬ 
penny,  with  hesitation  at  first 
“because  of  the  ridicule”  with 
which  it  was  associated  with  Ire¬ 
land.  Buc  its  conclusion,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  committee,  was  in¬ 
evitable.  As  an  alternative,  a  ram 
was  proposed,  although  it  did  not 


seem  “as  suitable  for  representa¬ 
tion  on  so  small  a  surface.” 

Finally,  artistic  considerations 
prompted  the  selection  of  the 
woodcock  for  the  farthing.  Be¬ 
cause  of  its  long  bill,  the  bird  it¬ 
self  would  have  to  be  shown  on  a 
small  scale  which  would  facilitate 
the  inclusion  of  inscriptions  with¬ 
out  cluttering  the  coin. 

Nine  of  the  world’s  leading 
sculptors  were  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  actual  competition. 
They  were  to  receive  a  guarantee 
of  fifty  pounds  for  supplying  a 
model  of  the  harp  design  for  the 
reverse  and  one  or  more  of  the 
obverse  designs,  with  additional 
payments  to  be  agreed  upon  in 
the  event  that  their  work  was 
chosen.  James  E.  Fraser,  Amer¬ 
ican  designer  of  the  Buffalo 
Nickel,  declined  to  participate; 
Ivan  Mestrovic,  Yugoslavian 
sculptor,  could  not  be  reached  in 
time  but  supplied  gratis  a  mag¬ 
nificent  effigy  of  Hibernia  holding 
a  harp  as  his  tribute  to  the  young 
country. 

The  participating  sculptors  in¬ 
cluded  Albert  Power  and  Oliver 
Sheppard  of  Dublin,  Jerome  Con¬ 
nor  and  Paul  Manship  of  New 
York,  Publio  Morbiducci  of  Rome, 
Carl  Milles  of  Sweden,  and  Lon¬ 
don’s  Percy  Metcalfe.  Each  of 
these  gentlemen  was  supplied 
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with  photographs  and  drawings 
of  various  animals,  photographs 
of  a  pair  of  representative  Irish 
harps,  examples  of  Gaelic  script 
and  pictures  of  Greek  and  Cartha¬ 
ginian  coins  portraying  a  horse, 
a  bull  and  a  hare. 

All  of  the  sculptors  prepared 
models  of  various  coins,  some  sub¬ 
mitting  a  few  representative 
pieces,  others  preparing  the  en¬ 
tire  series.  In  at  least  one  instance 
actual  patterns  were  struck.  The 
author  has  seen  bronze  proofs  of 
Morbiducci’s  florin  and  sixpence 


According  to  Yeats,  the  com¬ 
mittee  found  all  of  the  designs 
exceptionally  pleasing,  although 
those  of  Milles  were  rejected  out 
of  hand  as  unsuitable  for  modern 
coins  which  “must  pitch  and  spin 
to  please  the  gambler,  and  pack 
into  rolls  to  please  the  banker.” 
While  there  had  been  no  original 
plan  to  compose  the  entire  series 
of  the  efforts  of  a  single  sculptor, 
the  work  of  Percy  Metcalfe,  vig¬ 
orous  in  execution  and  striking  in 
its  simplicity,  was  the  committee’s 
unanimous  choice  in  one  denomi- 


Manship’s  farthing:,  Morbiducci’s  penny,  and  Connor’s  threepence. 


with  the  Italian  word  “prova”  to 
th  right  of  the  harp.  Proofs  may 
well  have  been  prepared  of  Mor¬ 
biducci’s  other  designs  as  well,  or 
of  the  work  of  one  or  more  of  the 
other  sculptors. 

A  look  at  some  of  the  rejected 
designs  shows  the  great  degree  of 
variation  which  may  result  when 
different  artists  apply  themselves 
to  a  single  theme.  Milles’  designs 
cons!  tute  a  contemporary  adap¬ 
tation  of  the  primitive  style  which 
echoes  certain  ancient  coins.  Man- 
ship  and  Connors  display  in  fine 
form  two  distinctive  medallic 
styles.  The  designs  of  Morbi- 
ducci,  Power  and  Sheppard  show 
the  amount  of  variety  possible 
within  a  strictly  naturalistic 
frame  of  reference. 


nation  after  the  next,  and  the 
group  decided  to  use  his  entire 
series  rather  than  mix  in  the 
designs  of  other  artists. 

Certain  changes  were  required 
of  Metcalfe.  He  had  prepared 
two  halfpenny  designs,  one  with 
a  ram  and  the  other  with  a  sow 
and  piglets.  The  latter  was  ap¬ 
proved  with  considerable  modifi¬ 
cations.  The  bull  on  the  shilling 
was  similarly  altered;  while  ad¬ 
mirably  spirited,  the  charging 
animal  on  Metcalfe’s  original 
model  was  not  thought  to  be  suf¬ 
ficiently  representative  of  Irish 
cattle.  Minor  revisions,  barely 
discernible  in  photographs,  were 
advised  for  the  horse  and  the 
wolf-hound.  Metcalfe  met  with 
agricultural  experts  and  dog 
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Metcalfe’s  shilling  designs.  The  first,  though  spirited, 
was  not  thought  typical  of  Irish  cattle. 


breeders,  revised  each  design  sev¬ 
eral  times,  and  succeeded  in  satis¬ 
fying-  the  committee  entirely. 

The  habit  of  greeting-  a  nation’s 
new  coin  designs  with  utter  dis¬ 
may  seems  to  be  universal.  Just 
as  each  new  United  States  coin 
is  met  with  wails  of  disapproval 
from  the  public  and  the  press, 
just  as  the  new  Australian  coins 
have  been  severely  criticized  in 
Australia,  so  did  the  Free  State 
issues  encounter  something  less 
than  shouts  of  unadulterated  joy 
at  their  coming.  An  article  in 
The  Numismatist  in  1927  suggests 


decried,  the  lack  of  shamrocks 
and  round  towers  lamented,  the 
absence  of  religious  imagery 
viewed  with  considerable  alarm. 
Thomas  Bodkin,  Director  of  the 
National  Gallery  and  a  member 
of  the  original  committee,  found 
it  advisable  shortly  after  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  new  coins  to 
put  forth  an  article  in  their  de¬ 
fense,  explaining  at  some  length 
precisely  what  the  committee  had 
in  mind  and  answering  those  who 
had  objected  on  aesthetic,  nation¬ 
alistic  and  religious  grounds. 

It  does  indeed  seem  remarkable 


Metcalfe  prepared  two  designs  for  the  halfpenny.  His  pig  was 
chosen.  The  revised  version  appears  at  the  right. 


that  the  Royal  Mint  had  declined 
to  strike  the  Irish  coins  because 
they  bore  no  effigy  of  George  V ; 
the  British  mint  did  produce  the 
coins,  of  course,  King’s  portrait 
or  no. 

But  this  was  the  least  of  the 
criticism.  The  whole  notion  of 
employing  animals  was  roundly 


that  so  many  average  citizens,  so 
generally  out  of  touch  with  any 
appreciation  of  or  interest  in 
beauty  as  to  wear  striped  ties 
with  checkered  shirts,  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  judge  their 
nation’s  coinage  so  severely.  Boor¬ 
ish  souls  who  live  in  small  ugly 
houses  and  drive  huge  ugly  cars 
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criticize  the  subtlety  of  detail 
upon  a  farthing.  Louts  who  em¬ 
blazon  their  monograms  in  foot- 
high  letters  upon  every  available 
white  surface  with  the  singular 
exception  of  surgical  masks  be¬ 
come  alarmed  when  a  talented 
sculptor  has  the  temerity  to  sign 
his  own  work.  One  should  not  be 
surprised  that  the  Free  State’s 
coins  occasioned  such  a  response; 
it  would  have  been  somehow  re¬ 
markable  had  they  done  other¬ 
wise. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  new 
Irish  coins — and  their  method  of 
selection — drew  a  distinctly  fa¬ 
vorable  response  in  certain  quar¬ 
ters.  The  1926  annual  report  of 
Colonel  Sir  John  Robertson,  Dep¬ 
uty  Master  of  London’s  Royal 
Mint,  contained  a  lengthy  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  Irish  committee,  its 
methods  and  its  results.  The 
Deputy  Master  covered  these 
points  in  detail  because,  he  ex¬ 
plained,  he  felt  that  this  plan 
“might  serve  as  a  model  for  any 
Government  embarking  on  the 
difficult  task  of  obtaining  designs 
for  a  new  coinage  ....  Indeed 
I  have  already  taken  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  a  competition  along  similar 
lines  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia.” 

Magnificent!  So  often  noble 
ideas  have  a  tendency  to  get  lost 
in  the  shuffle,  buried  permanently 
in  the  tedious  morass  of  bureauc¬ 
racy.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to 
recognize  that  this  excellent  pro¬ 
posal  was  not  discarded,  and  that 
the  Australians  displayed  the 
good  sense  to  follow  Sir  John’s 
recommendations,  a  period  of 
only  forty  years  elapsing  between 
suggestion  and  execution. 
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The  Proofing  Process 

by  Walter  Breen 
(First  of  seven  parts) 


Though  a  great  deal  has  been 
written  about  minting  processes 
old  and  new,  some  of  the  biggest 
remaining  gaps  in  our  knowledge 
of  them  are  connected  with  the 
various  ways  in ‘which  the  special 
mintages  called  “master  coins”  or 
“proofs”  have  been  made  over  the 
centuries,  why  changes  in  finish 
have  occurred,  or  indeed  just 
when  such  coins  started  to  be 
made  and  why.  In  what  follows  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  throw  a  little 
light  on  all  these  questions,  even 
though  the  full  answers  are  not 
yet  available. 

Any  such  study,  even  though 
emphasizing  principally  American 
Colonial,  U.S.  and  Canadian  coins, 
cannot  be  limited  to  them,  be¬ 
cause  our  mint  personnel  obtained 
their  knowledge  of  minting  proc¬ 
esses  (including  those  connected 
with  proofing)  from  other  sources, 
primarily  the  Royal  British  Mint 
on  Tower  Hill,  London,  and  later 
on  Boulton  &  Watt’s  Soho  Mint 
near  Birmingham,  England — and 
more  recently  from  other  Euro¬ 
pean  sources.  It  was  for  just  such 
reasons,  for.  instance,  that  in  the 
1830’s  the  Philadelphia  Mint  fi¬ 
nanced  .a  long  European  trip  for 
Franklin  Peale  during  which  he 
visited  all  the  principal  European 
mints.  This  is  why  I  shall  spend 
what  might  seem  an  unusual 
amount  of  time  in  the  present  ar¬ 
ticle  tracing  changing  methods  of 
making  proof  coins  in  Britain. 

But  there  are  even  more  ob¬ 
vious  reasons:  some  Colonial  and 
early  U.S.  proofs — now  hardly 


ever  obtainable  for  study — were 
made  by  methods  virtually  identi¬ 
cal  to  those  used  on  the  far  less 
rare  or  costly  British  proofs,  and 
study  of  the  latter  makes  recogni¬ 
tion  and  understanding  of  the 
former  far  less  difficult.  And 
most  Colonial  proofs  were  made 
at  the  Tower  Hill  mint  (e.g.  the 
1773  Virginia  “Penny,”  1774  Vir¬ 
ginia  Shilling) ,  or  under  super¬ 
vision  of  British  mint  officials 
elsewhere  in  London  or  Bristol 
(including  all  the  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  and  Wood’s  Coinage  proofs), 
or  at  the  Boulton  &  Watt  mint 
(the  1796  Kentucky  Myddelton 
tokens).  Furthermore,  the  same 
remark  holds  for  both  pre-decimal 
and  decimal  series  Canadian 
proofs;  all  of  the  decimal  ones 
until  the  beginning  of  the  20th 
century  were  in  fact  made  in 
London. 

Since  the  term  “proof”  has 
shifted  its  meaning,  even  as  the 
coins  so  designated  have  changed 
in  function  over  the  decades  and 
centuries,  this  study  has  to  pay 
some  attention  to  the  shifting 
meanings  and  purposes.  The  very 
term  “proof”  seems  to  have  been 
of  British  origin,  analogous  at  the 
start  to  its  use  in  graphic  arts 
(i.e.  preliminary  trial,  as  of  the 
engraving  plate),  and  may  at  in¬ 
ception  have  meant  something 
very  much  akin  to  an  artist’s 
proof  piece  —  something  struck 
from  master  dies  ordinarily  used 
only  for  making  hubs,  and  too 
precious  to  be  risked  directly  on 
business  coinages  where  breakage 
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would  necessitate  an  immediate 
halt  and  perhaps  weeks  of  delay 
while  another  such  die  was  being 
perfected.  Later  on,  and  most  fa¬ 
miliarly,  the  name  “proof”  began 
to  be  applied  to  various  kinds  of 
special  “polished-up  portraits  of 
the  coinage”  (Dr.  Sheldon’s  term), 
presentation  pieces  remotely  like 
business  strikes  in  appearance  or 
finish,  though  of  normal  designs, 
and  made  by  different  processes 
primarily  intended  for  medals  and 
calculated  to  show  off  what  splen¬ 
did  results  moneyers  could  achieve 
if  they  paid  particular  attention 
to  each  individual  piece.  This 
usage  seems  to  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  American  numismatics 
by  James  Ross  Snowden. 

More  recently,  of  course,  the 
name  “proof”  has  become  merely 
a  technical  term  for  today’s 
mass-production  coins  with  un¬ 
usually  shiny  surfaces,  things  of 
curiosity  value  little  more  attrac¬ 
tive  than  the  regular  coinage,  in¬ 
tended  less  for  display  or  presen¬ 
tation  purposes  than  for  sale  to 
investors  —  often  enough  being 
bought,  sold  and  traded  in  quan¬ 
tity  in  sealed  boxes  without  even 
having  been  looked  at.  Together 
with  this  deterioration  in  meaning 
and  function  has  come  similar  de¬ 
terioration  in  appearance  of  the 
coins,  enormous  quantity  and 
stereotypy,  and  great  overvalua¬ 
tion  as  well. 

H* 

Nothing  comparable  to  proofs 
seems  to  have  been  known  in  an¬ 
tiquity,  though  Greek  technology 
permitted  the  striking  of  coins  in 
far  higher  relief  than  is  practic¬ 
able  today,  and  Greek  celators 
created  individual  dies  of  artistic 
merit  ranging  from  fairly  good 
to  extraordinary.  Why  nobody 
thought  of  polishing  dies  or 


blanks  is  unknown;  probably  this 
refinement  was  thought  unneces¬ 
sary,  the  high  relief  affording 
ample  contrast  between  devices 
and  fields. 

In  later  centuries,  until  the 
Renaissance,  despite  excellence  of 
design  and  execution  of  some 
dies,  such  characteristic  features 
of  later  proofs  as  high  relief 
and  unusually  sharp  striking  re¬ 
mained  impossible  while  money¬ 
ers  used  the  ancient  hammering 
method  of  striking.  Even  several 
blows  from  the  largest  sledge¬ 
hammers  hardly  sufficed  to  bring 
up  designs  in  more  than  slight  re¬ 
lief  without  very  marked  danger 
of  shattering  the  dies.  Multiple 
strikings  (as  nearly  always  on 
multiple  thalers  and  other  very 
large  coins,  whether  hammered  or 
made  in  screw-presses)  usually 
tended  to  impair  the  general  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  coins  because  suc¬ 
cessive  blows  imparted  confusing 
or  mutually  obliterative  extra 
lines  to  each  letter  or  design  ele¬ 
ment.  This  is  easily  enough  un¬ 
derstood:  after  all,  planchets — 
not  being  confined  by  collars — 
spread  out  from  each  successive 
blow,  often  irregularly  to  the 
point  of  no  longer  being  round. 

It  follows  then,  that  we  need 
not  seek  a  beginning  to  the  proof¬ 
ing  process  earlier  than  the  15th 
century,  when  Italian  and  French 
medallists  began  experimenting 
with  “Coyning  Engines”  (as  their 
British  successors  called  the  ap¬ 
paratus)  ancestral  to  the  18th 
Century  screw  press  and  on  the 
same  principle.  The  advantages 
these  rotating  pile-drivers  had 
over  the  hammer  method  were 
largely  those  of  producing  a  more 
vivid  impression  from  dies  in 
higher  relief;  the  Italian  medal¬ 
lists  who  invented  the  screw  press 
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did  so  in  frank  efforts  to  make 
medals  in  the  manner  of  Roman 
coins.  An  immediate  byproduct  of 
this  technological  innovation  was 
that  dies  could  be  hubbed,  saving 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  hand¬ 
work.  Placing  a  die  blank  in  the 
press  opposite  a  carved  and  hard¬ 
ened  relief  model  or  hub  meant 
that  one  could  immediately  im¬ 
part  devices  to  a  working  die 


Mint — as  gifts  to  the  British  mon¬ 
arch  showing  that  whether  or  not 
his  coinages  were  slower  than 
those  of  the  regular  moneyers 
they  nevertheless  showed  designs 
of  unusual  merit,  clarity  and  viv¬ 
idness.  No  such  pieces  seem  to 
be  known. 

Seaby’s  monograph,  English 
Silver  Coins,  lists  only  two  pieces 
prior  to  1662  with  any  claim  to 


Regular  issue  halfpenny  of  Charles  II. 


which  might  otherwise  have  taken 
weeks  of  the  most  eye-taxing 
labor;  further,  one  could  multiply 
similar  dies  and  accommodate 
even  the  largest  coinages,  insur¬ 
ing  meanwhile  against  delays  due 
to  die  breakage. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
who  introduced  the  practice  of 
polishing  dies  and  blanks  and 
making  quick  multiple  impres¬ 
sions  to  bring  out  details  in  un¬ 
usual  clarity.  I  do  know  that 
some  sort  of  special  proofing 
treatment  dates  back  to  the  early 
1660’s,  and  earlier  coins  alleged 
to  show  it  are  very  equivocal, 
even  British  experts  sometimes 
being  unable  to  determine  for  cer¬ 
tain  whether  the  pieces  in  ques¬ 
tion  were  made  by  these  medallic 
processes.  Had  they  been  known 
in  France  in  the  1500’s,  most 
probably  the  French  fugitive  Mes- 
trell  would  have  produced  some 
pieces  by  them  during  his  own 
ill-fated  experiments  in  the  Tower 


proof  status,  and  about  both  there 
is  doubt.  One  of  these  is  ESC  427, 
a  1651  Commonwealth  half-crown, 
with  footnote  (p.  47)  “May  be 
just  an  exceptionally  well  struck 
ordinary  coin.”  The  other  is  a 
1658  Cromwell  half-crown  struck 
in  gold,  from  dies  by  the  illus¬ 
trious  Thomas  Simon,  ESC  447a. 
Now  Seaby  generally  refers  to 
off  -  metal  impressions  (favor 
coins,  pieces  de  caprice,  and  the 
like)  as  proofs,  without  any  re¬ 
mark  on  their  method  of  manu¬ 
facture;  this  may  be  mere  lin¬ 
guistic  usage,  but  if  so  it  is 
confusing  indeed.  Never  having 
seen  the  gold  Cromwell  piece  in 
question,  I  cannot  say  if  it  was 
made  by  processes  comparable  to 
those  used  on  later  British  proofs. 

What  is  definitely  established, 
however,  is  that  beginning  with 
an  order  by  Charles  II  in  1662, 
machine-made  coins  (i.e.  those 
struck  in  screw  presses)  grad¬ 
ually  superseded  those  made  by 
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Peck  #514.  A  proof  halfpenny  of  Charles  II. 


hammer;  and  in  the  same  year 
proof  crowns  began  to  appear. 
ESC  16  and  21  are  two  varieties 
of  1662  crowns  of  Charles  II,  with 
and  without  rose  below  bust;  and 
there  exist  similar  coins  dated 
1663  and  after.  As  one  would  ex¬ 
pect,  the  half-crown  of  1663  also 
comes  in  proof  (ESC  458),  and  a 
single  copper  shilling  of  the  same 
year  is  recorded  (ESC  1022A). 
For  some  reason,  the  smaller  de¬ 
nominations  followed  only  later 
on.  Peck  shows  copper  and  silver 
proof  halfpence  of  1672-73  (P 
508-9,  514-15),  differing  from  the 
regular  toothed  borders.  And  the 
smaller  silver  coins  began  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  proof  only  in  later  reigns, 
the  Maundy  coins  starting  as  late 
as  1763  (ESC  2412A,  unique?). 


Which  brings  up  a  curious  point 
about  British  proofs.  From  the 
1670’s  on  until  well  into  the  reign 
of  Queen  Victoria,  proofs  were 
almost  invariably  struck  from 
dies  differing  in  some  immediately 
noticeable  way  from  regular 
issues.  The  linear  inner  circle  re¬ 
placing  toothed  borders,  or  a  dif¬ 
ferent  style  of  branch  in  Britan¬ 
nia’s  hand,  or  a  different  portrait 
punch  from  any  regularly  in  use, 
or  the  like,  are  consistent  features 
of  such  proofs,  enabling  recogni¬ 
tion  of  them  even  when  they  have 
been  recovered  from  circulation  in 
worn  state.  Differences  of  this 
kind  or  degree  in  American  coins 
would  automatically  characterize 
them  as  patterns.  Even  ESC  and 
Peck  complain  on  occasion  that  it 


Proof  pattern  crown  of  Charles  II  by  Roettier. 
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Lord  Baltimore  shilling  in  copper. 


is  difficult  to  tell,  whether  a  given 
coin  was  intended  only  as  a  proof 
or  actually  as  a  pattern.  In  the 
same  way,  proofs  were  often 
struck  on  very  thick  planchets 
(pieforts),  broader  than  normal, 
or  with  edges  differing  from  nor¬ 
mal  —  reeded  (the  British  term 
is  “Grained”)  on  copper  coins, 
plain  on  silver,  etc.  Not  meant  to 
circulate,  they  were  apparently 
exempt  from  normal  rules  for 
weight,  alloy  and  other  physi¬ 
cal  characteristics  of  business 
strikes;  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  they  were  ever  in  the  earlier 
years  subjected  to  the  Trial  of 
the  Pyx. 

Only  one  coin  of  the  1600’s  nor¬ 
mally  associated  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies  would  be  described 
even  by  British  cataloguers  as 
occurring  in  proof.  This  is  the 
Lord  Baltimore  Shilling  in  cop¬ 
per,  from  different  dies  from  the 
regular  issue.  I  .am  not  sure  it 
could  be  called  a  proof  in  any 
normal  sense.  Though  better 
struck  than  the  normal  shillings, 
it  is  by  no  means  comparable  to 
the  Tower  Mint  proof  crowns  of 
Charles  II,  which  it  antedates  by 
some  four  years.  The  piece  shown 
here  is  from  the  dies  without 
colon  after  MARIAE,  with  V 
touching  base  point  of  shield.  This 
coin  is  in  ANS,  ex  Homer  K. 
Downing,  and  exists  in  silver  as 
well  as  copper.  Copper  strikes 


exist  also  of  the  sixpence  but 
these  too  are  not  especially  su¬ 
perior  to  the  regular  silver  ones. 
In  the  same  way,  the  “Mark 
Newby”  farthings  in  silver  and 
gold  are  not  enough  superior  in 
fabric  to  the  regular  copper  ones 
to  merit  the  title  of  proofs, 
though  one  guesses  that  British 
cataloguers  would  tend  to  call 
them  proofs  merely  because  of 
the  unusual  metal. 

(To  be  continued) 


CROWNS 


AUSTRIA.  Restrike  Maria  Theresa 

Thaler  PROOF  . $  2.00 

CANADA.  1963  Dollar  UNC.  few  bag 

marks  .  1.50 

ETHIOPIA,  1899-1904  (10)  Talari  G....  5.50 

1894-98  (9)  Talari  G  .  5.50 

HUNGARY.  1939  (49)  HORTHY  5P. 

EF-AU  .  4.50 

1948  (68)  10ft.  SZECHENYI  COM- 

MEM.  AU  .  4.75 

INDIA.  Jaipur.  1949  (9)  Rupee  F-VF  11.00 
IN  DO-CHINA.  1902-09  Piastre  VG  ....  2.90 
JAPAN.  1874-1912  Yen  VF-EF  $2.75; 

AU-U  .  3.50 

LUXEMBURG:  1963  250  Frs.  Antique 

Finish  UNC  .  8.75 

MONTENEGRO.  1912  5  Perpera  F-VF  55.00 

PANAMA.  1947  Balboa  EF-AU  _ 3.00 

1953  Balboa  F-EF  . 3.95 

PERU.  1922-35  (41)  I  sol  VG-VF  only  1.75 
TURKEY.  1327  H.  20  piastres  G-VG  .  2.95 

YEMEN.  1924-26  I  Imadi  UNC  .  10.00 

1948  (17)  I  Ryal  Quite  Crude, 

VF-AU  . 6.00 

1963  I  Ryal  UNC.,  BU  .  4.25 


JOLIE  COINS 

Roslyn  Heights  New  York  11577 
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The  Gold  Franc  of  the 
League  of  Nations 


On  permanent  display  in  the 
Palace  of  Nations  in  Geneva  is  a 
sliver  of  gold  which  is  at  once 
the  world’s  smallest  gold  coin 
and  the  only  officially  authorized 
example  of  international  coinage. 
While  these  two  distinctions 
might  render  the  tiny  League  of 
Nations  gold  franc  eminently  de¬ 
sirable  from  a  numismatist’s 


point  of  view,  collectors  may 
abandon  the  hope  of  acquiring 
the  coin.  Only  a  single  specimen 
was  struck. 

The  photograph  shown  here  is 
considerably  enlarged.  The  gold 
franc  measures  11  mm.  in  diam¬ 
eter  and  weighs  0.3225805  of  a 
gram  of  gold,  .900  fine,  and  is 
thus  a  fraction  smaller  than  the 
California  gold  quarter-dollars 
struck  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
last  century. 

When  the  League  of  Nations 
came  into  being  after  the  close  of 


the  first  world  war,  the  gold  franc 
was  established  as  a  unit  of  reck¬ 
oning;  all  the  monetary  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  League  were  based 
upon  it.  Like  the  old  English 
Mark  and  the  present  Guinea,  it 
was  thus  a  coin  of  account  but 
not  of  fact.  At  the  time  it  was 
valued  at  0.1925  of  a  U.S.  dollar. 
Sir  Herbert  Ames,  Financial  Di¬ 


rector  of  the  League,  suggested 
that  a  single  specimen  of  the  gold 
franc  be  struck  to  represent  this 
coin  of  account.  He  had  it  made 
octagonal  to  represent  the  eight 
members  of  the  council,  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  unique  specimen  to  Sir 
Eric  Drummond,  the  League’s 
Secretary  General. 

The  League  of  Nations  was  dis¬ 
solved  upon  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  II,  and  the  assets  of 
the  organization  were  later  taken 
over  by  the  United  Nations.  The 
Historical  Collection  of  the 
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League  of  Nations  exhibit  pres¬ 
ently  houses  the  coin.  No  other 
official  coins  have  ever  been 
struck  for  either  the  League  or 
the  United  Nations,  nor  have 
there  been  any  serious  proposals 
within  the  United  Nations  for  a 
U.N.  coinage.  Various  unofficial 
pieces  have  been  privately  struck 
over  the  years,  however. 

The  obverse  of  the  gold  franc 
bears  the  initials  S.  d.  N.  for  So- 
ciete  des  Nations  with  the  date, 
1921.  The  reverse  is  inscribed 
with  the  mark  of  value,  1 
FRANC  OR.  Photographs  and 
information  were  obtained  for 
the  Journal  through  the  offices 
of  Harry  N.  M.  Winton,  Chief  of 
the  Documents  Reference  Section 
of  the  Dag  Hammarskjold  Li¬ 
brary  in  New  York,  and  Norman 
S.  Field,  Acting  Chief  Librarian 
of  the  United  Nations  Library  in 
Geneva. 


Foreign  Mints  &  Banks 

How  to  order  direct  with  complete  instruc¬ 
tions.  A  most  informative  book  covering  all 
countries  in  the  world  offering  numismatic 
services.  Price  $2.50  postpaid.  New  Edition. 

LEE  BAKER  PUBLICATIONS 

P.O.  Box  562 

Santa  Clara  8  California 


"Since  1917" 

WHOLESALE  COIN  SUPPLIES 

Dealers— Check  These  Services 

Free  Display  Racks. 
i >  Free  Check  List  and  Ad  Material. 
is*  Freight  Paid  on  $50.00  shipment  anywhere  in  U.S. 

Easy  to  read  catalog. 

Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 
v*  Orders  packed  with  care. 

v*  Complete  selection  of  all  leading  numismatic  material. 

Send  For  Our  Illustrated  Catalog 

COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 
ANDERSON  NEWS  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  256 

4320  Huntsville  Rd.,  Florence,  Ala. 
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Counterstamps  of  the  Qu'aiti  Sultanate 

by  Tim  Browder 


The  Qu’aiti  Sultanate  is  a 
South  Arabian  coastal  state  ex¬ 
tending  approximately  200  miles 
along  the  Gulf  of  Aden.  Bordered 
on  the  west  by  the  Wahidi  States, 
on  the  east  by  Mahri  State  of 
Qishn  and  Soqotra,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  Kathiri  Sultanate 
and  the  “Rub’  al-Khali”  or  Empty 
Quarter  of  Saudi  Arabia,  the  sul¬ 
tanate  lies  within  the  vast  high¬ 
land  plateau  of  the  Hadhramaut, 
and  is  now  incorporated  in  the 
East  Aden  Protectorate.  The 
coastal  cities  of  Mukalla  and 
Shihr  serve  as  the  main  ports; 
the  principal  cities  of  the  inte¬ 
rior  are  Du’an,  Shibam,  Meshhed 
and  Hureidha. 

The  political  history  of  the 


Qu’aiti  Sultanate  is  one  of  tribal 
relationship  with  the  many  set¬ 
tled  tribes  ruled  by  civil  rulers 
called  Mukaddams  and  religious 
leaders  called  “Saiyids.”  This 
sultanate  was  a  sovereign  state 
even  after  the  Ottoman  Turks 
captured  most  of  the  land  area  of 
Arabia  during  the  nineteenth 
century.  Only  during  the  past 
few  years  have  the  several  sul¬ 
tanates  of  South  Arabia  asked 
and  obtained  British  protection 
and  management  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  while  all  local  affairs  of 
state  are  handled  by  the  individ¬ 
ual  Sultans.  Such  is  the  case  in 
the  Qu’aiti  Sultanate. 

As  a  result  of  commerce  with 
countries  which  border  the  In- 
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dian  Ocean,  the  currencies  of 
India,  British  East  India  Com¬ 
pany,  Mombasa,  Muscat,  Zanzi¬ 
bar,  etc.,  have  found  general  cir¬ 
culation  in  this  coastal  Sultanate. 
In  many  cases  the  copper  coins 
of  these  states  have  circulated  in 
this  area  of  Arabia  until  they 
have  been  worn  completely 

.3  4x11 


\r*v 


The  small  and  large 

smooth.  To  revalidate  these  worn 
copper  coins,  counterstamps  have 
been  used  for  a  few  years  until 
regular  coinage  could  be  minted. 

Two  general  types  of  counter¬ 
stamps  have  been  used  on  copper 
alloy  and  silver  coins.  Counter- 
stamped  copper  coins  in  most 
cases  have  worn  smooth  from 
heavy  circulation;  however,  the 
counterstamps  are  frequently 
found  on  silver  coins  which  show 


Small  and  large  counterstamps  of  the  Qu’ 


hardly  any  wear.  The  author  has 
found  these  counterstamps  on  sil¬ 
ver  and  copper  coins  of  fifteen 
different  countries.  Probably  the 
most  interesting  are  the  counter- 
stamped  Maria  Theresa  Ryals 
with  the  small  and  large  type 
counterstamps  illustrated  below. 
These  large  and  small  counter- 

\r*v 

a)»>  *xll 
txu.  oi 


•  •  M 


Qu’aiti  counterstamps. 

stamps  can  be  found  on  coins  of 
copper  alloy  as  well  as  on  silver 
coins. 

The  early  coinage  of  Qu’aiti 
Sultanate  was  based  on  the  In¬ 
dian  system: 

4  Pice  =z  1  Anna 
16  Anna  rr  1  Rupee 
2  Rupees  =  1  Maria  Theresa 
Ryal 

Later  the  Qu’aiti  State  started 


iti  Sultanate  on  crowns  of  Maria  Theresa. 
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The  large  counterstamp  of  an  1834  copper  Half  Anna 
of  the  British  East  India  Company. 


manufacturing  coins  at  a  local 
mint  in  the  seaport  of  Mukalla 
and  the  pice  was  renamed  chom- 
sih  which  means  cent  and  the 
value  of  the  Maria  Theresa  Ryal 
was  fixed  at  120  chomsihs. 

There  was  a  revaluation  of  128 
pice  to  the  Maria  Theresa  Ryal 
to  120  chomsihs  to  the  Maria 
Theresa  Ryal  later  in  the  19th 
century.  The  copper  counter- 
stamped  %  anna  (pice)  and  the 


stamp 

3.  V2  Rupee  size  (silver)  counter¬ 

stamp 

4.  1  Rupee  size  (silver)  counter¬ 

stamp 

5.  1  Ryal  size  (silver)  counter¬ 

stamp 

It  might  be  possible  that  these 
counterstamps  exist  on  other  size 
coins,  and  the  author  would  ap¬ 
preciate  knowing  of  any  addi- 


A  5  Chomsihs  coin  of  1318.  The  obverse  inscription  reads  “Toughra  of  Awaz  bin  Omer/ 
Qu’aiti  State.”  Reverse:  “Mukalla/Hadramaut”  and  the  date  and  value. 


regular  Qu’aiti  Sultanate  issues 
became  equal.  However  the  local 
money  changers  used  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  128  —  120  =  8  pice 
(chomsihs)  as  a  profit  in  chang¬ 
ing  coins  for  a  short  period  of 
time. 

To  date  the  author  has  found 
the  following  large  and  small 
counterstamps  on  the  following 
size  coins: 

1.  J/4  anna  size  (copper)  counter¬ 

stamp 

2.  V2  anna  size  (copper)  counter- 


tional  counterstamps  that  the 
readers  might  find. 

Considerable  research  has  been 
made  in  trying  to  obtain  histori¬ 
cal  background  on  the  sultan  who 
ordered  these  coins  counter- 
stamped,  but  since  the  counter¬ 
stamp  is  only  dated  1307  A.H., 
it  is  assumed  that  the  years  of 
reign  for  this  sultan  were  short. 

The  large  counterstamp  shown 
in  Figure  II  and  Figure  IV  states 
in  Arabic:  “Sanat  1307 — Al-Dou- 
lat  Monasar  Bin  Abdullah  Al- 
Qu’aiti,”  which  translated  means: 
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Obverse  and  reverse  of  a  5  Chomsihs  copper  coin.  The  Arabic  inscription  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  reads,  Sultan  Awaz  bin  Omer  Al-Qu'aiti.”  The  reverse  indicates  the  value,  the 
date  (1315  A.H.)  and  that  the  coin  was  struck  for  the  towns  of  Shibam,  Mukalla  and 
Shihr. 


“Year  1307  A.H.  (1889  A.D.)  — 
The  State  of  Monasar  Son  of 
Abdullah,  A1  Qu’aiti.” 

The  small  counterstamp  in  Fig¬ 
ure  I  has  the  abbreviated  form  of 
the  large  counterstamp  and  states 
in  Arabic:  “Al-Doulat  Monasar 
1307  Sanat”  or  “The  State  of 
(belonging  to)  Monasar,  Year 
1307  A.H.” 

Some  of  the  Qu’aiti  Sultanate 
coinage  has  recently  been  cata¬ 
logued  incorrectly  under  “Aden” 
and  “The  Sultanate  of  Mukalla” 
in  various  numismatic  refer¬ 
ences.  However,  this  error  has 
been  corrected  in  the  new  revised 
edition  of  A  Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins  by  R.  S.  Yeoman, 
where  these  pieces  are  listed 
under  “Arabian  Sultanate.” 


Coin  collectors  who  collect  coins 
alphabetically  from  countries  can 
now  add  “Q”  to  their  listing  for 
Qu’aiti  Sultanate  and  obtain  coins 
from  this  interesting  Arabic 
state. 

*  *  * 
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DEALERS  ONLY 

WHOLESALE  SERVICE 

We  feature  the  world's  finest 
quality  supplies.  If  you  are 
within  150  miles  of  Evansville 
all  orders  $50.00  or  more  will 
be  shipped  prepaid. 

STERLING 

NUMISMATIC  SUPPLIES 

1351  Washington  Avenue 
Evansville,  Indiana 


Crowns  &  Thalers 
of  the  World 

European  Countries,  France, 
Italian  States,  Liechtenstein, 
Spanish  America,  etc. 

Year  subscription  to  my 
airmailed  lists  of  Crowns, 
Thalers,  Minors  &  Medals, 

US  $1 .00  currency 

write  to: 

PIERRE  M.  PARIAT 

A.N.A.  41297 
27  Avenue  Riant-Mont 
1000  LAUSANNE,  Switzerland 


Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


Silver  and  Gold 

Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 
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Commemorative  Paper  Money 

by  Neil  Shafer 

While  coins  that  are  struck  in  honor  of  people  and  events  abound 
by  the  hundreds,  very  seldom  indeed  has  paper  money  been  printed 
for  similar  reasons.  It  can  be  argued  that  much  paper  money  is 
already  somewhat  commemorative  in  nature  because  of  the  various 
portraits,  scenes  and  events  shown  on  so  many  notes.  At  first  this 
may  seem  logical  but  such  portraits,  events  and  scenes,  usually  highly 
significant  to  the  countries  involved,  seem  to  be  chosen  almost  at 
random.  Furthermore,  the  date  of  issue  of  paper  money  thus  designed 
generally  has  no  correlation  with  the  person  or  event  shown  thereon. 

The  notes  that  will  be  illustrated  and  discussed  here  are  issues 
of  paper  currency  that  fall  strictly  within  the  definition  of  true 
commemorative  issues. 


PORTUGUESE  ANGOLA 


One  Angolar,  October  6,  1948. 

Issued  for  the  Tercentenary  of  the  Settlement  of  Angola,  1048-1948. 
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The  color  of  the  note  is  green,  with  orange  face  tint  and  black 
serial  number.  The  printer  is  Thomas  De  La  Rue  and  Company, 
Limited;  actual  size  of  the  note  is  4%"  by  2%". 

REPUBLIC  of  COLOMRIA 


One  Peso,  August  6,  1938. 

Issued  for  the  Fourth  Centenary  of  the  Foundation  of  Bogota, 
1538-1938.  The  scene  showing  this  event  is  portrayed  on  the  back  of 
the  note. 

Colors:  face;  blue  overprint,  also  of  center  figures  and  vignette  of 
Gonzalo  Ximinez  De  Quesada.  Background  tint  is  multi-colored, 
basically  shades  of  light  red.  Serial  numbers  and  series  designa¬ 
tions  in  red. 

back;  tan. 

The  printer  is  American  Bank  Note  Company;  actual  size  of  the 
note  is  5Mj"  by  2 
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REPUBLIC  of  CURA 


One  Peso,  Series  of  1953. 


Issued  for  the  Centennial  of  the  birth  of  Jose  Marti  in  1853.  His 
portrait-  is  shown  on  the  face  of  the  note,  at  the  left.  Marti  was  a 
writer,  and  a  leader  of  the  Cuban  independence  movement.  He  died 
in  battle  in  1895.  The  back  of  the  note  shows  a  map  of  Cuba,  the 
birth  date  of  Marti  and  the  Coat-of-Arms  of  Cuba. 

Colors:  face;  black  overprint,  light  blue  tint.  Seal  and  serial  numbers 
in  red. 

back;  blue. 

The  printer  is  American  Bank  Note  Company;  actual  size  of  the 
note  is  the  same  as  regular  U.S.  paper  money. 
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MEXICO 


El  Banco  Minero,  Five  Pesos,  Chihuahua  1910. 

This  note,  along  with  a  Ten  Pesos  note  (see  following  description), 
was  issued  to  commemorate  the  centenary  of  the  beginning  of  the 
War  of  Independence  in  1810.  The  inscription  “1810-CENTENARIO- 
1910”  appears  in  red  on  the  face  of  the  note.  The  back  shows  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  rayed  Liberty  Cap  as  found  on  the  8  Reales  coinage, 
with  inscription  PRIMER  CENTENARIO  DE  LA  INDEPENDENCE 
MEXICANA  *  1910  * 


Colors:  face — part  black  and  light  green  overprint,  brown  and  light 
green  background  tints.  Gray  vignettes.  Three  printed  signatures; 
two  serial  numbers  in  red. 

back — the  colors  of  Mexico — green  on  the  left  side,  red  on 
the  right  side  and  black  on  white  in  the  middle. 


The  printer  is  American  Bank  Note  Company.  Actual  size  of  the 
note  is  0-11/16"  by  2-18/16". 
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El  Banco  Minero,  Ten  Pesos,  Chihuahua  1910. 


This  is  a  companion  piece  to  the  above.  A  very  attractive  note,  it 
includes  a  vignette  of  the  bank  building  and  the  red  “1810-CENTE- 
NARIO-1910”  overprint  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  similar  in  design 
to  the  Five  Pesos  note. 


Colors:  face — part  black  and  light  green  overprint,  red  and  light 
green  background  tints.  Gray  vignettes.  Three  printed  signatures; 
two  serial  numbers  in  red. 

back — similar  in  all  respects  to  the  Five  Pesos  note. 


The  printer  is  also  American  Bank  Note  Company.  Actual  size  of 
the  note  is  7-5/16"  by  3-%". 


Mexican  notes  courtesy  J.  C.  Wozniak,  Mort  Sliafer 
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CANADA 


$25,  May  6,  1935. 


This  unusual  issue  was  made  in  honor  of  the  twenty-fifth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  reign  of  King  George  V  of  England. 

Notes  were  printed  for  all  denominations  of  the  1935  issue  in  French 
and  English  texts.  There  were  20,000  made  of  the  $25  commemorative 
note  with  French  text  (illustrated  above)  and  140,000  with  English 
text  (see  below). 
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Face:  Portraits  of  King  George  V  and  Queen  Mary. 
Back:  Windsor  Castle. 


The  basic  color  of  the  $25  note  is  royal  purple.  The  printer  is  the 
Canadian  Bank  Note  Company;  actual  size  is  6  x  2%  inches,  similar 
to  present-day  Canadian  currency. 


Canadian  notes  courtesy  J.  E.  Charlton. 


Plain  States  Hobby  Dist. 

SOUTHWEST'S  LARGEST  COIN  SUPPLIER 
WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 
❖ 

*  Prompt  Service  On  All  Orders 
Complete  Whitman  Line 
❖ 

Send  for  Additional  information 
on  your  letterhead. 

1709  Dryden,  Suite  109  Medical  Towers 
Houston,  Texas 
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WHOLESALE 

MODERN 

FOREIGN 

Service 

COINS 

A  full  page  advertisement  might  tell 
you  something  about  my  stock,  but 

Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 

soon  my  1965  Stock  List  will  be  ready, 
and  I  would  rather  send  you  this  list 

so  you  can  see  the  “whole  works”  for 
yourself. 

Write  for  Catalogue 

This  list  contains  something  of  inter¬ 
est  to  nearly  every  collector  of  foreign 

on  your  letterhead 

coins — lots  of  minor,  banknotes,  books 
and  many  new  and  recent  issues. 

ADELPHIA 

Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

No  pretty  pictures  (sorry  !)  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  will  find  it  interesting.  No 
charge,  and  a  postal  card  will  do.  I 
issue  regular  monthly  lists,  too,  and 
all  buyers  receive  them  as  released. 

Yeoman  “Catalog  of  Modern  World 
Coins”  6th  edition,  now  available, 
postpaid  $4.00 

902  Arch  Street 

LAUREN  BENSON 

Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg., 
Davenport,  Iowa  52801 

IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 

Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 
ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 

HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 

95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:-201 -656-2266 
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New  Australian  Shilling  Overdate 


A  new  Australian  overdate,  the 
first  thus  far  discovered  in  the 
popular  shilling  series,  has  been 
reported  to  the  Journal  by 
Richard  Margolis,  foreign  coin 
specialist  of  Teaneck,  New  Jersey. 
A  check  of  his  stock  of  1925  shil¬ 
lings  revealed  three  specimens 
which  show  evidence  of  a  “3”  be¬ 
neath  the  final  digit  of  the  date. 
On  two  of  the  coins  the  overdate 
is  quite  sharp,  with  traces  of  the 
“3”  visible  to  the  naked  eye  and 
very  much  evident  with  slight 
magnification.  The  third  coin 
shows  less  obvious  traces  of  the 
“3”  and  may  represent  either  a 
later  stage  of  the  overdate  or  an¬ 
other  die  entirely. 

With  the  great  increase  of  in¬ 
terest  in  Australian  numismatics 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  February  issue, 
changes  of  address  must  reach 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL  before  January  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


in  recent  months,  several  over¬ 
dates  have  emerged  which  had 
gone  long  undetected.  The  1922/1 
threepence  has  been  recognized 
for  some  time,  but  such  less  ob¬ 
vious  overdates  as  the  1933/2 
penny  and  the  1934/3  threepence 
have  only  come  to  light  in  the 
past  year.  The  penny,  unknown 
for  over  thirty  years,  is  scarce 
but  not  inordinately  rare;  reports 
from  Australia  indicate  that  ap¬ 
proximately  one  in  nine  of  the 
1933  pennies  is  the  overdate 
variety. 

The  actual  rarity  of  the  1925/3 
shilling  cannot  be  determined  at 
the  present  time. 


"  n&VTa  5e  e^goOev  TrepiTjAei^av  f " 
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YOUR 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLY  DEALER 
★RETAIL  ★WHOLESALE 

in 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

HANSANS 
COIN  SHOP 

18  West  13th  St. 

Visit  our  shop  in  downtown 
Kansas  City 

SINCE  1938 
SERVING  COLLECTORS 


COPLEY  COIN 
COMPANY 

581  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 

SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 
ON  REQUEST 

PNG  -  IAPN 


YES!  We  are  interested  in  Purchasing  Worthwhile  Numismatic  material— 
particularly  Early  Silver  Dollars.  We  have  specialized  in  this  field  for  over 
Fifteen  Years.  We  are  also  constantly  purchasing  the  scarcer  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  Trade  Dollars.  When  purchasing,  remember  us  on 
those  hard  to  get  dollars. 

We  are  also  seeking  consignments  of  ALL  nir  numismatic  material  for 
future  auction  sales.  Prompt  courteous  attem  n.  air  Terms. 

Please  call  us,  and  if  your  collection  warrants  we  will  travel  anywhere  to 
see  you!  So  why  not  drop  us  a  line  or  call  us. 

Many  thanks  for  taking  time  to  read  our  message. 

RENO  COIN  GALLERIES 

248  West  First  St.  Reno,  Nevada 

Phone:  329-8693  or  329-8694  Area  Code  702 
Don  Thompson  and  C.  C.  Ballard— Professional  Numismatists— A. N. A. 
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(Continued  from  October ) 

SYD  522  LUCIUS 

POMPONIUS  CN.  f. 
(112-109  B.C.) 

♦, 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Warrior,  Bituitus,  in  biga  hurling  spear. 

This  moneyer  is  known  only 
from  his  coins.  Note  the  interest¬ 
ing  manner  in  which  the  name 
Pomponius  appears  upon  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  coin.  Here  we  see  a 
classic  example  of  the  Greek  let¬ 
ter  “P”,  or  Pi. 

SYD  521  LUCIUS 

COSCONIUS  M.F. 
(112-109  B.C. 


Denarius:  Obv.,  lid  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Warrior,  Bituitus,  in  biga  hurling  spear. 

The  Coscon ia  gens  was  plebe¬ 
ian,  but  other  than  that  little  is 
known  about  this  moneyer.  Bi¬ 
tuitus,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
a  leader  of  the  Gallic  tribes  who 
was  supposed  to  have  used  packs 


of  savage  dogs  to  throw  fear  into 
the  hearts  of  his  enemies.  These 
dogs  are  seen  on  a  denarius  of 
Cn.  Domitius  Ahenobarbus,  whose 
father  had  commanded  troops 
against  Bituitus.  The  reason  for 
the  appearance  of  Bituitus  on  this 
coin,  and  others  of  the  same 
period,  is  unknown.  Note  that  the 
names  of  L.  Licinius  and  Cn. 
Domitius  appear  on  the  reverse 
of  this  coin  and  on  the  coins  of 
L.  Pomponius,  Malleolus  and  L. 
Porcius  Licinius  also.  Domitius 
and  Licinius  were  commissioners 
to  the  colony  of  Narbo  (present 
day  Narbonne  in  France)  and 
their  names  appear  on  these  coins 
in  that  capacity  rather  than  that 
of  moneyers. 

SYD  520  LUCIUS  PORCIUS 
LICINIUS 
(112-109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Bituitus  in  biga  throwing  spear. 

The  similarity  between  this 
denarius  and  the  denarii  of  Cos- 
conius,  Pomponius  and  Malleolus 
will  be  noted.  The  names  of  Li¬ 
cinius  and  Domitius  appearing  on 
the  obverse  of  these  coins  indicate 
that  Licinius  and  Domitius  were 
commissioners  of  the  colony  of 
Narbo  (modern  Narbonne  in 
France)  in  Gaul. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JANUARY.  1965 


PAGE  59 


SYD  554  MANIUS  AEMILIUS 
LEPIDUS 
(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Female  head.  Rev., 
Equestrian  statue  on  arch. 

This  moneyer  is  known  only 
from  his  coins.  The  coin  itself  is 
interesting  for  it  is  one  of  the  few 
examples  of  a  moneyer’s  name 
appearing  in  the  dative  case.  We 
are  able  to  determine  this  from 
the  word  AEMILIO  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  coin  would  therefore 
read  “TO  MARCUS  AEMILIUS 
LEPIDUS.”  Inasmuch  as  nothing 
is  known  about  this  moneyer  it  is 
difficult  to  interpret  its  meaning. 


SYD  555  CAIUS  FONTEIUS 
(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Janiform  head.  Rev.,  Galley 
with  three  rowers  and  pilot. 

This  moneyer  might  have  been 
the  same  Fonteius  who  was  slain 
at  Asculum  in  91  B.C.  The  so- 
called  “Janiform  head”  on  the 
obverse,  that  is,  in  the  form  Janus 
is  seen  upon  coins,  is  said  to  be 
that  of  Fons,  the  son  of  Janus, 
from  whom  this  gens  claimed 
descent.  The  reverse  commemo¬ 


rates  the  naval  victories  of  P. 
Fonteius  Capito,  an  ancestor  of 
this  moneyer  and  the  praetor  in 
Sardinia  in  169  B.C. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
As,  semis,  triens,  quadrans,  uncia. 


SYD  558  LUCIUS  MEMMIUS 
(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Male  head.  Rev.,  The 
Dioscuri  facing  each  other. 

At  least  one  authority  was  of 
the  opinion  that  this  was  the 
Memmius  who  had  achieved  rec¬ 
ognition  as  an  orator  during  the 
great  power  struggle  between 
Sulla  and  Marius.  The  identifica¬ 
tion  of  the  head  on  the  obverse  of 
this  coin  is  not  certain.  It  has 
been  thought  to  have  been  that 
of  Apollo  or  of  Menesthus,  leg¬ 
endary  son  of  the  legendary  king 
of  Athens,  Peteus.  The  myth  tells 
us  that  Menesthus  seized  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Attica  (wherein 
Athens  was  located)  and  that  he 
drove  Theseus  out.  He  also  was 
supposed  to  have  commanded  the 
Athenians  before  Troy.  The  Mem- 
mia  gens,  of  which  this  moneyer 
was  a  member,  claimed  descent 
from  Menesthus.  The  Dioscuri, 
appearing  on  the  reverse  of  this 
coin,  also  figured  in  this  tale,  for 
they  were  supposed  to  have 
helped  Menesthus  drive  Theseus 
from  Attica  and  to  have  later 
rescued  their  sister  Helen  who 
had  been  seized  and  carried  off  by 
Theseus. 
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SYD  523  MARCUS 
AURELIUS 
SCAURUS 
(112-109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Bituitus  in  biga  throwing  spear. 

Scaurus  was  quaestor  at  Ephe¬ 
sus  (Formerly  Smyrna,  now 
Izmir  in  Turkey)  in  90  B.C.  and 
was  the  son  of  the  consul-suffec- 
tus  of  108  B.C.  who  had  the  same 
name.  The  moneyer’s  name  is  in 
the  genitive  (possessive)  case. 

SYD  516  TITUS  CLOULIUS 
(about  110  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Victory  in  biga  and  ear  of  corn. 

This  is  an  uncertain  moneyer 
and  even  the  gens  is  obscure,  lit¬ 
tle  being  known  about  it  other 
than  that  it  was  a  patrician  gens 
which  claimed  descent  from  a 
certain  Cloulius  who  was  a  com¬ 
panion  of  the  Homeric  hero 
Aeneas.  A  moneyer  of  the  same 
name  struck  coins  a  few  years 
later,  but  it  is  felt  that  it  was  not 
this  Cloulius  who  did  so. 


SYD  517  NUMERIUS 

FABIUS  PICTOR 
(about  110  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev.,  Q. 

Fabius  Pictor  holding  apex  and  spear 
as  flamen. 

The  Fabia  clan  was  one  of 
Rome’s  oldest  and  traced  its  an¬ 
cestry  to  no  less  a  person  than 
Hercules  himself.  This  particular 
moneyer  could  have  also  been  the 
historian  of  Greece  whom  Cicero 
had  mentioned  in  one  of  his 
works.  The  reverse  is  quite  inter¬ 
esting  for  it  shows  us  an  ancestor 
of  this  moneyer,  Q.  Fabius  Pictor, 
as  Flamen  Quirinalis,  or  a  priest 
of  Quirinis  who  was  supposed  to 
have  been  the  deified  Romulus, 
mythological  founder  of  Rome. 


SYD  525  CAIUS  SERVEILIUS 
M.  f.  (110-108  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev.,  the 
Dioscuri  riding  away  from  each  other. 

This  moneyer  seems  to  be  the 
same  Serveilius  who,  as  augur, 
brought  charges  against  L.  Li- 
cinius  Lucullus  for  his  maladmin¬ 
istration  of  Sicily.  In  his  capacity 
as  proconsul  at  Asculum  (north¬ 
ern  Italy)  he  was  assassinated  in 
91  B.C.  The  laurel  wreath  on  the 
obverse  may  refer  to  some  suc- 
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cessful  act  of  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer,  but  more  likely  it  refers 
to  a  contemporary  event,  possibly 
the  conquest  of  part  of  Gaul  in 
118  B.C.  The  Dioscuri  on  the  re¬ 
verse  present  an  interesting  pic¬ 
ture  as  they  ride  away  from  one 
another  with  their  spears  in  a 
lowered  position.  It  is  thought 
that  this  might  have  symbolized 
peace  or  the  ending  of  hostilities. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Triens,  quadrans,  sextans. 

SYD  529  MARCUS  FOURIUS 
L.  f.  PHILUS 
(110-108  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Janus.  Rev.,  Roma 
holding  scepter  and  placing  wreath  on 
trophy  of  armor. 

It  seems  probable  that  this 
moneyer  was  the  son  of  L.  Furius 
Philus  who  was  consul  in  136  B.C. 
The  scene  on  the  reverse  of  this 
coin  which  depicts  Roma  placing 
a  wreath  on  a  trophy  refers  to 
the  victory  over  the  Gauls  in  223 
B.C.  by  P.  Furius  Philus,  an  an¬ 
cestor  of  this  moneyer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
January  in  order  to  have  the  sub¬ 
scription  begin  with  the  February 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
January  will  begin  with  the 
March  issue.  Back  issues  of 
the  Journal  are  not  available. 
Subscriptions  will  not  begin  with 
the  previous  month’s  issue. 


SYD  527  TIBERIUS 
VETURIUS 
(BARRUS?) 
(110-108  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Mars.  Rev., 

Youth  kneeling  holding  pig  between 
soldiers. 

While  the  Veturia  gens  (for¬ 
merly  Vetusia)  was  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Rome,  nothing  is  known 
about  this  moneyer.  The  cogno¬ 
men  Barrus  is  questionable  and 
has  been  suggested  because  the 
letter  B  appears  on  a  quadrans  of 
this  moneyer.  The  oath-taking 
scene  on  the  reverse  refers  to 
some  unknown  activity  of  an  an¬ 
cestor  of  this  moneyer. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quadrans. 


SYD  531  MARCUS  TULLIUS 
(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Victory  in  quadriga  holding  palm  branch 

This  moneyer  either  was  the 
Marcus  Tullius  Decula  who  was 
consul  in  81  B.C.  or  the  father  of 
that  consul.  He  is  also  the  only 
member  of  the  Tullia  gens  to  have 
struck  coins.  The  reverse  seems  to 
symbolize  the  successful  activi¬ 
ties  of  Servius  Tullius,  an  ances¬ 
tor  of  this  moneyer,  against  the 
Sabines. 
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SYD  532  QUINTUS  FABIUS 
LABEO 

(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Jupiter  in  quadriga  hurling  thunderbolt. 

Below,  prow. 

It  is  thought  that  this  moneyer 
had  been  the  arbitrator  of  a  dis¬ 
pute  between  the  cities  of  Naples 
and  Nola  and  who  had  been  men¬ 
tioned  by  Cicero  as  acting  in  this 
capacity.  He  had  an  ancestor  of 
the  same  name  who  had  great 
success  in  naval  operations 
against  the  Syrian  king,  An- 
tiochus  the  Great.  The  prow  on 
the  reverse  of  this  coin  may  refer 
to  this  action. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quadrans. 


SYD  557  MANIUS 

AQUILLIUS 
(about  109  B.C.) 


Denarius:  -Obv.,  Hd  of  Sol.  Rev.,  Luna  in 
biga,  crescent  and  three  stars. 

This  moneyer  might  have  been 
the  son  of  the  consul  of  101  B.C. 
who  had  the  same  name.  There 
has  been  considerable  conjecture 
about  the  meaning  of  the  “heav¬ 
enly”  aspects  of  this  coin  .  .  .  the 
sun  on  the  obverse  and  Luna,  the 
moon,  on  the  reverse,  none  of 
which  seems  to  have  much  sub¬ 
stance.  (To  be  continued) 


Invest  In  Coins 

(U.S.  and  FOREIGN) 

for  profit,  pleasure,  college, 
business,  income,  retirement. 
Let  AMERICA'S  LEADING  COIN 
BROKER  show  you.  Established 
since  1942.  Member:  A.N.A.— 
R.C.D.A.  -  G.E.N.A.  -  Q.C.C.C. 
— B.C.C.  etc.  No  obligation. 
For  FREE  literature  write: 

CARL  CURCIO 

P.O.  Box  11 -WJ 
Middle  Village,  N.Y.  (11379) 


E  &  T  KoinTainer 

P.O.  Box  97 

Homer,  Michigan  49245 

Manufacturers  of 

KoinTains 
KoinVelopes 
KoinPanels 
KoinTyes,  etc. 

(REG.  TRADE  MARKS) 

DEALERS  ONLY 

Request  sample  kit  and  prices  on 
your  letterhead 

Also  we  are 
Distributors  of  complete 

WHITMAN  LINE 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area. 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 
Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 
Los  Angeles 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 


Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 

Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Milwaukee 

Gimbels 

New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 


New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 
Gimbels 
Pasadena 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Philadelphia 
Gimbels 
Pittsburgh 
Kaufmann's 

Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 


St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 

May  Co. 

San  Francisco 

The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  FOREICN  COLD 

All  Brilliant  Unc.  if  not  otherwise  stated.  Dates  1933  or  later  have  been  lawfully 
imported,  of  course.  We  have  several  of  most  items. 

DIEFFENBACHER'S  "Counterfeit  Gold  Coins",  A  MUST,  now  $12.95 


CANADA  SOVEREIGNS  1909,  1910  EF  69.50 

Nice  AU  .  77.50 

1911  $22.50,  1917  .  24.50 

1918  AU  $19.00,  BU  $24.50,  1919  27.50 

1911,  1917,  1918,  1919  AU  to  BU  85.00 

all  BU  *• . 95.00 

1913-1914  AU,  BU  .  Write  for  price 

CEYLON  I  Stater  AD  840-1295,  F-l,  VF 

or  better  .  90.00 

CUBA  Choice  Complete  Set  (6):  I,  2,  4, 

10,  20  Pesos,  AU-BU.  In  Plastic 
holder  $295.00,  all  BU  350.00 

EGYPT  100  Piastres:  1888  F-20,  AU  .  75.00 
1916  F-21 ,  AU  $55.00,  1922  F-23,  AU  45.00 
1930  F-27,  AU  $39.00,  1955  F-35  37.50 

I960  Aswan.  Prf.-Like  . 45.00 

ICELAND.  500  Kroner  1961.  "Gem"  ....  27.50 

INDIA.  15  Rupees,  1918,  F-13  Br.  Prf .  90.00 

Sovereign  1918,  F- 14,  AU  $27.50,  BU  35.00 

ISRAEL.  20  Pounds,  I960,  Dr.  Herzl  57.50 

GLITTERING 

LUCITE  PAPERWEIGHTS 

Finest  Quality  embedments.  The  1964 
set  of  Brilliant  Proof  coins  seems  to  float 
as  if  suspended  in  thin  air.  The  Gift 
Supreme  for  any  occasion,  they  will 
"out-shine"  the  majority  of  gifts  that 
cost  "thrice-the-price":  Ask  for  Descrip¬ 
tive  Price  List  that  includes  Canada  Proof¬ 
like  set  embedments. 


NETHERLANDS.  10  Guilders  "Wilhel- 


mina": 

1897  F-20,  Girl  Head  19.00 

1898  F-21,  Gibson  Girl  type  AU  52.50 

191 1  - 1 9 1 7  Older  Head  with  coronet  18.00 
1925-1933  Mature  Head  17.50 

Above  Set  BU,  in  Plastic  with  Title  109.50 

POLAND  20  Zloty,  1925,  F-40  49.50 

10  Zloty,  1925,  F-41  29.50 

Above  Pair:  AU  $67.50,  BU  76.00 

PORTUGAL  10,000  Reis  1878-1889,  F-128, 

AU  Choice  $77.50,  BU  89.50 

5,000  Reis  1867-1889,  F- 129,  AU  .....  37.50 

RAJKOT  (INDIA)  I  Mohur,  1945,  F-l, 

lists  $250.00.  Very  Rare  135.00 

RUSSIA  5  Rubles.  1902,  1903.  1904  ea.  9.75 
VATICAN.  All  Sets  with  100  Lire  Gold 
Wanted 

100  Lire,  1932,  Pius  XI  165.00 

100  Lire,  1933/34,  Holy  Year  110.00 


HEIRLOOM 

GOLD  COIN  JEWELRY 

True  Americana:  U.  S.  Gold  Coin  Brace¬ 
lets,  Earrings,  Pendants,  Cuff-Links,  etc. 
Or  Elegant  Continental:  Gold  Coins  from 
'round  the  World.  Designed  by  America's 
best  mastercraft  shops.  Anticipate  that 
Special  Anniversary  or  Christmas  Gift 
NOW.  Our  down-to-earth  prices  include 
the  10%  Federal  Tax.  Write  for  descrip¬ 
tive  Price  List. 


WANTED— World  Proof  Sets.  Paying  TOP  $$$'s  for  TOP  Quality  Sets.  Please 
write  or  call  (Area  402,  451-4766).  A  Pleasant,  Immediate-Cash  Deal  awaits 
you  at  Bebee's. 

Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee  and  their  staff  wish  to  thank  all  our  nice  Journal 
customers  for  helping  to  make  this  the  very  Best  Year  in  our  History  (Dec.  1964 
completes  our  25th  year) — and  wish  you  and  yours  a  Joyful  Holiday  and  a  New 
Year  filled  with  Happiness  and  Prosperity. 


"'PRONTO  SERVICE'" 
4514  North  30th  Street 


Omaha,  Nebr.  681 1 1 


A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF 


Pluilp^ute.  Pcvjzesi  Mo+ieu 


by  Neil  Shafer 


Here’s  another  Whitman  exclusive! 
A  comprehensive,  illustrated  valua¬ 
tion  catalog  of  Philippine  regular 
issue  currency  of  the  Spanish,  U.  S. 
and  Republican  periods  from  1852 
to  date.  Neil  Shafer,  a  specialist  in 
this  field,  presents  material  never 
before  published  including  official 
totals  and  historical  data  on  these 
fascinating  notes.  The  book  is  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated  with  excellent  pho¬ 
tographs. 

$poo;r 

dealer 


